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THE 

PREFACE. 

PO  N  the  fir  ft  Perufal  of  Dr,  Wood- 
ward^j  State  of  Phyfick  and  Dif-^ 
eafes,  it  feemed  to  me  fo  fingular  a 
Performancey  and  fo  far  out  of  the 
common  way  of  T’hinkingy  as^made  me  believe  it 
could  never  come  into  much  Regard y  efpeciaUy  fo  as 
to  require  any  publick  Remarks, 

'i  ■ 

BUT*  unexpeEled Incidents  have  it  feems  altered 
the  Cafe.  Some  Perfons  have  taken  a  Liberty  to  treat 
both  that  and  the  Author  in  a  very  odd  manner^ 
The  Singularity  of  Stile,  the  uncommon  Notions 
therein  maintained,  and  the  ftrange  Treatment  of 
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all  Other  Peo^le^  has  been  an  Occafion  of  more 
Laughter  than  Envy^  and  produced  a  great  deal  of 
Ridicuky  but  no  feriom  Notice.  On  this  Provoca-- 
tion  a  Crowd  of  Voluntiers  alfo  on  the  other  fide^  for 
want  of  better  Occafion  to  make  themfelves  confide’^ 
Yabky  have  raifed  a  great  deal  of  Clamour y  and 
thrown  out  large  Quantities  of  Calumny  againfl  fome 
of  the  greatefl  Eminence  in  the  Faculty y  on  a  Suppo-^ 
fition  of  their  being  Encouragers  of  fuch  LreatmenU 
I'his  Bujlle  has  drawn  many  to  look  into  the  DifputCy 
who  are  more  biaffed  by  their  AffeElions  than  their 
JudgmentSy  and  as  fuch  are  naturally  inclined  to 
inter efi  themfelves  on  that  Side,  which  appears  to 
have  been  injured*  jDr.  Woodward  has  not  wanted 
thofe  who  have  laboured  hard  to  give  his  Caufe  this 
T trny  and  who  not  only  keep  up  the  popular  Mi  flake 
touching  his  imaginary  OppoferSy  but  alfo  flrongly 
fug^efl  the  Oppofition  it  felf  to  arife  from  the  unan^ 
fiver  able  Arguments  in  the  Booky  and  an  inDidioHs 
Emulation  of  the  DoBor  s  Merit* 

MANT  things  are  capable  of  MifconflruBiony 
and  the  Publick  is  frequently  fhewed  Matters  in 
falfe  Lights  ;  hut  nothing  favours  thefe  Deceptions 
morey  than  Appearances  of  Oppreffion  and  Perfecu- 
tiouy  hecaufe  Good- Nature  is  very  apt  to  go  on  tht 
weakefl  Side,  And  I  am  forry  to  have  occafion  here 
to  take  notice ywherein  this  generom  Difpofition  feems  to 
have  mified  a  very  confidsrable  Writer  into  a  Mifl 

take 
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take  about  this  Controverjy :  I  mean  the  Free- 
Thinker,  uho,  in  one  of  his  Papers  h(^  given 
fuch  a  Turn  to  this  Affair,  as  would  lead  an  unwa-^ 
ry  Reader  into  an  Apprehenjion,  that  Dr,  Wood- 
\vard  had  been  injurioujly  treated  by  the  Faculty, 
ifhis  ingenicm  Cenfor  judged  according  to  the  Re- 
prefentafton  made  to  him  of  this  Affair,  which  was 
mofi  certainly  done  by  partial  Friends',  hut  his 
Candour  and  Fairnefs  is  fuch^  that  I  make  no  doubt 
but  he  will  lay  the  Fault  on  the  other  fide,  when  the 
,  Matter  comes  to  be  flated  to  him  in  a  true  Light  I 
and  he  may  be  affured,  the  exhibiting  an  aukward 
Piece  of  Malice  on  the  Sta  ge,  was  fo  far  from 
being  encouraged  by  any  Gentlemen  corfiderable  in  the 
Faculty,  that  it  met  with  all  poffible  Difcourage- 
ment  and  Oppofition  from  them* 

BVTl  the  furefi  way  to  be  Jet  right  touching  the 
Grounds  of  Provocation  and  Id-Ufage^  is  to  read  over 
the  DoElors  Book,  which  /  find  few  have  done,  tho 
almojl  all  are  become  Parties  in  the  Difpute  ;  and 
whofoever  does  this,  lam  utterly  miflaken  if  they  cannot 
eafily  account  for  a  great  deal  of  this  kind  of  Treat-^ 
ment,  without  imagining  Perfons  of  CharaEler  to  he 
concerned  in  it  ,  for  fo  much  TVeaknefs,  with  fo 
‘  much  Id- Nature,  can  never  fail  of  Multitudes  in 
its  Oppofition,  becaufe  every  one,  who  is  not  better 
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employed j  is  willing^  and  almofl  every  one '  thinh 
himfelf  able  for  fuch  an  Engagementf  It  is  there¬ 
fore  to  he  reckoned  a  great  Hardjhipy  that  hecauf 
Dn  Woodward  has  raifed  up  to  himfelf  Enemiesy 
the  Quarrel  muR  he  charged  upon  thofe  voho  are 
vaflly  fuperiour  to  any  fuch  Notice^  altho  indeed  it 
is  no  wonder  that  he  and  his  Friends  have  Skill 
enough  to  make  fuch  ufe  of  it^  and  to  give  him  Ap¬ 
pearances  of  Confideration  and  Regard^  from  the 
very  fame  Circumflance^  that  has  made  him  both 
offenjive  and  ridiculopti* 

I  cannot"  but  fiiU  remain  in  the  Opinion^ 
^hat  the  EoBors  Book  neither  requires  nor  deferves 
any  Notice  at  all  i  and  profefs  my  felf  both  a  Stran¬ 
ger  and  an  Enemy  to  all  that  has  hitherto  been  faid 
about  ity  or  the  Author ;  but  becaufe  fnch  grofs 
MifreprefentationSy  as  have  been  already  mentionedy 
have  been  founded  upon  itsNegleBy  1  have  at  lafl  given 
my  felf  the  Trouble  of  the  following  Examination, 

IT"  hcM  been  taken  notice  of  in  many  P laces y  how 
difficult  it  is  to  anfwer  the  DoBor  with  Serioufne fs  > 
and  here  it  may  not  he  amifs,  once  for  ally  to  obfervCy 
that  his  Language  and  Sentiments  are  equally  pecu¬ 
liar  ;  infomuch  that  it  is  as  hard  a  matter  to  under¬ 
hand  Mmy.  as  it  is  to  convince'  others  wherein  he  is 
mifiaken.  It  is  an  eafy  matter  to  drefs  up  an  Amufe- 
rn'ent  in  figurative  Therms y  that  from  a  (uperficial 
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Refemblance  to  Truth  Jhall  he  pleafing  to  undifcern’- 
ing  Judges ;  and  yet  he  a  much  harder  Task  to 
Jhew  the  Errors  of  fuch  a  Performance^  than  of  one 
exprejfed  in  determinate  and  fignificant  Words^ 

BUT  the  greatefi  Hardjhip  in  this  Affair y  is^ 
that  the  DoEior  feems  artfully  to  intrench  himfelf 
in  Ambiguities^  not  only  by  witing  in  a  Language  un^ 
equal  to  the  SubjeEl,  as  is  particularly  Jhewn  in  the 
Cafe  of  Purges,  but  aljo  in  the  mofl  perplexed  man-- 
‘  ner  that  even  the  Englilh  Tongue  'will  admit  oft 
For  the  main  of  the  Book  is  filled  voith  Expref 
fions  of  great  Import  and  Regardy  ivith  no  other  ap^^ 
parent  VieWy  but  to  make  himfelf  confider able  at  the 
Expence  of  others y  and  is  a  mere  Harangue  to  the  Po’- 
pulace,  A  Concern  for  his  Country,  the  Ha"* 
vock  of  Difeafes,  and  the  Errors  of  the  common 
Pradice,  are  the  Favourite  Heads  of  his  Difcourfe^ 
fo  that  an  Anfzverer  of  this  Gentleman  will  find  him- 
fiif  more  frequently  involved  in  RefleElion  and  In- 
veElive,  than  Topicks  of  Science  and  InflruBionl 
His  Hypothefis  is  a  Trifle  thaty  I  dare  fayy  wiU 
not  engage  the  Attention  of  any  one  Perfon :  but  •when 
that  is  made  an  Occafion  of  Bitternefs  and  Mifrepre^ 
fentation  of  others y  and  a  little  Philofophy  covers  a 
great  deal  of  Self-Interefl  i  it  will  lie  heavier  upon 
Dr.  Woodward  to  jufiify  his  Honour  than  his  Learn^ 
ingy  and  puts  his  Oppofers  upon  Difftcukiefy  mt  very 
agreeable  to  a  good  Temper, 
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HE  Freedom  therefore  that  I  have  taken^  in  tb^ 
following  Pages y  with  the  DoBory  will  mty  it  is 
hopedy  he  thought  greater  than  the  Peculiarity  of  his 
Stile y  and  the  Ufage  he  gives  to  others y  will  jufiify* 
Where  there  are  fuch  frequent  Returns  of  Reflec-^ 
tiony  of  the  worfl  nature  tooy  as  the  Reader  will 
there  findy  it  is  a  hard  matter  not  to  be  offendedy  and 
to  feel  fuch  Emotions y  as  are  apt  to  flow  over  in 
Expreffions  of  Acrimony  and  Warmth.  If  J  have 
exceeded  due  Bounds  in  this  refpeEiy  I  defire  it 
may  be  placed  to  that  Refentmenty  which  the  befi 
cf  Tempers  cannot  huty  in  fome  7neafurey  feel  on 
the  like  Occajions, 

TfHE  R  E  are  a  great  many  Circumflances  in  the 
Publication  of  this  HypothefiSy  and  in  its  Defence y  that 
very  naturally  bring  to  mind  the  ConduB  of  the  Doc^ 
tor  and  his  Friends  on  a  firmer  Occafion.  Very  few 
general  Readers  are  Strangers  to  his  Eflay  towards  a 
Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Earth.  Soon  after  the 
Publication  of  thaty  fome  Gentkmeny  well  acquainted 
with  the  SubjeBy  fotind  fault  voith  ity  and  gave 
their  ObjeBions  againfl  it  in  printed  FraBs  ,*  info- 
tnuch  that  the  World  then  looked  upon  Dr.  Wood¬ 
ward  to  he  highly  engaged  to  anfwer  for  himfelfy  ei-  ^ 
iher  by  better  clearing  up  his  own  OpinionSy  or  re-- 
vraBing  them  as  Miflakes> :  Not  that  every  Caviller^ 
or  ignorant  Medlery  Jbould  he  regardedy  but  that  the 

Points 
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Points  in  difpute  might  be  brought  to  a  fair  Decijton 
between  Men  of  Learning  and  Candour ;  and  fuch 
then  the  DoSior  had  to  do  with.  But  not  one  jot  of 
Notice  was  taken  by  the  DoElor  of  all  the  Argur 
ments  flanding  out  againfl  him  \  but  the  Reverend 
M-.John  Harris,  then  A.  M.  but  fence  D.D.  fell 
hard  upon  all  concerned  therein  with  a  great  deal  of 
Roughnefs  and  ill  Ufage,  and  only  promifed  a  Sola-- 
tion  of  their  Difficulties  in  the  DoElor  s  larger  PfAork^ 
of  which  this  it  feems  was  but  a  Specimen. 

BUT  that  the  Reader  may  the  better  fee  how 
this  hopeful  Second  at  that  time  treated  the  DoEdor  s 
Oppofers^  and  what  Encouragement  a  Perfun  has 
from  thence  ferioufly  to  engage  with  him  on  any  ac-' 
county  it  may  be  proper y  out  of  a  great  manyy  to 
give  one  Example  of  his  Civility.  His  Book  is  extant 
under  the  Title  of  Remarks  on  fome  late  Papers^ 
relating  to  the  univerfal  Deluge,  and  to  the 
Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Earth ;  and  to  one  of 
thofe  he  thm  concludesy  Such  undoubtedly  is  the 
Materia  informata  of  his  Noddle.  Now  if  he 

will  allow  me  one  Scrap  of  Latiny - Pli  have 

done  ;  and  to  oblige  him  the  more  at  parting, 
it  iliall  be  out  of  his  old  beloved  Acquaintance, 
Ovid’s  Metamorphofis  : 

- - Rudis  indigeftaque  Moles, 

Nec  quicquam  nifi  Pondus  iners*— — - 


Which, 
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Which,  to  fave  him  the  trouble  of  turning  over 
his  Didionary  to  conftrue,  I  will  thus  englifli : 

A  clumfy  Load  of  indigefted  Brains, 

Where  nought  but  heavy  lumpifh  DuIiiefs  reigns. 

77^  is  -particularly  to  he  noted^  that  this  is  againji 
one  of  the  mofl  Learned  Phyficians  of  our  Country, 

T! HIS  idUfage  however  did  not  altogether  deterr 
others  from  further  Inquiry  into  the  DoBor’s  Hypothec 
Jis  :  for  the  Learned  Dr*  Arbuthnot  fome  time  after 
puhlijhed  an  Examination  thereof  i  in  which  he 
proved  beyond  contradiBion^  the  main  Support  of  that 
L’heory  to  he  unphilofophical  and  ahfurd :  and  what 
is  more  remarkable^  by  comparing  S  T  E  N  Pro- 
dromus  de  Solido  intra  Solidum  with  Dr.Wood- 
wardV  Performance^  he  has  fhewn  that  whatfoever 
is  therein  agreeable  to  true  Philofophy  is  taken  from 
thence y  and  that  wherever  Dr.  Woodward  has 

r  ■ 

made  any  Alterations y  he  has  had  the  misfortune  to 
err*  But  this  alfo  had  no  Regard  from  the  DoEior 
nor  is  his  great  Undertaking  come  out  to  this  day : 
tho  it  zvere  to  be  wijhed,  that  he  or  his  Mathemath 
cal  AffiflantSy  inflead  of  writing  againfl  Came- 
rarias,  had  anfwerd  thefeOhjeciions  brought  againfl 
his  IVork. 


NOW 
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NO  IV  one  ueould  naturally  think  that  a  Man 
•who  had  got  fo  ill  off  before^  whuld  be  more  •wary 
another  time  I  and  it  would  certainly  have  been  •well 
in  Dr»  Woodward  to  have  cleared  both  his  Learn-- 
ing  and  his  Reputation  in  this  firfl  Diffute^  before 
he  had  plunged  him f elf  into  another •  For  if  this 
•way  of  Propagation  of  Knowledge  obtains^  the  Pub- 
lick  win  have  but  an  indifferent  time  of  it ;  and  it 
is  better  for  Society  to  remain  in  Ignorance^  than  be 
thus  inflruEled  at  the  expence  of  their  Peace^  and 
have  the  Under flanding  advanced  on  the  Ruins  of 
Decency  and  Good-Manners*  But  jafta  eft  Alea, 
£)r.  Woodward  has  wrote  again^  and  he  has  got  a 
Clergyman  again  in  his  Retinue,  And  thus  much 
was  thought  proper  to  call  to  remembrance  of  the 
former  Controverjy,  becaufe  thofe  whom  the  DoElor 
was  able  to  retain  on  that  account  then^  feem  chiefly 
to  abide  in  his  Interefts  on  the  prefent  Occafion^  and 
are  ftriving  hard  again  to  overlay  this  Difpute  with 
Mifreprefentation  and  Calumny, 

ON  thefe  Conjlderations  it  cannot  be  wonder  d 
at,  that  nobody  hath  as  yet  thought  it  worth  their 
while  to  engage  with  Dr*  Woodward  again  on  Tferms 
of  Decency  and  Candour ;  and  that  all  the  notice 
hitherto  taken  of  his  lafl  Book  hath  been  in  a  manner 
moR  fuited  to  a  rougher  kind  of  IVarfare*  But  we 
fee  already  what  fort  of  Return  may  be  expelled : 
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for  the  DoElor  has  again  got  on  his  fide  a  Divine 
of  the  Church  of  Engl  and y  uoho  has  fuhlijhed  An 
Appeal  to  Common  Senfe,  or  a  Sober  Vindica¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Woodward^  State  of  Phyfick  i  and 
'which  has  feme  Pajfages  in  it  fe  remarkahky  that 
they  cannot  he  altogether  fajjed  by  here* 

*THI  S  Divine  faysy  *  Every  one  that  has  read 
his  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Earth- — —knows 
how’  well  he  has  acquitted  himfelf — And 
Yis  a  provoking  thing  to  find  a  Man  of  his 
Parts  ill  treated,  only  for  his  fuperior  Worth 
and  Genius.  Af  for  the  DoElox^ s  Worth,  / 
defire  not  to  detraEl  from  it  in  any  refpecl  i  hut 
how  he  hath  acquitted  himfelf,  &c>  I  leave  to 
others  to  judge,  from  what  has  been  faid ;  and  pro- 
mifey  that  if  he  or  his  Friends  in  particular  prove 
any  Mijlake  therein,  it  Jhall  be  as  publickly  amended 
as  they  can  defire* 

I  AM  unwilling  to  make  feme  RefieSiions  which 
naturally  arife  from  the  very  Air  and  Complexion  of 
this  Gentleman  s  Defence  of  Dr*  Woodward’i'  Me-- 
rit  ,*  but  /  do  not  think  it  fair,  that  the  DoBor 
Jhould  fuffer  for  the  Folly  and  Rajhnefs  of  others. 
But  for  the  Credit  of  this  Advocate,  let  it  be  com¬ 
pared  where  he  fays,  f  Dr.  Woodward  has  given 


*  Appeal  to  Common  Senfe,  p  4.  f  Pag.  5 ,  6, 
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no  offence^  but  in  writing  a  Book  for  the 
common  Benefit  of  Mankind- — And  tho  in 
this  he  was  obliged  to  fet  forth  the  Miflakes  of 
others^  he  does  it  every  where  with  Good- 
Manners  :  with  what  foon  after  follows  ^  *  If  what 
Dr.  Woodward  has  alledg’d  againfi:  thefe  Gentle¬ 
men  be  allow’d  to  be  juft  and  reafonable, 
their  Names  ought  not  to  be  mention’d  in  So¬ 
ciety  but  with  Scorn,  that  are  every  day  trying 
fuch  Experiments  upon  the  Lives  of  their 
Fellow-Subje(fts.  Now  when  this  Divine  can  re^ 
concile  writing  for  the  Benefit  of  Mankind,  and 
Good-Manners,  with  a  Charge  of  trying  dan¬ 
gerous  Experiments  upon  the  Lives  of  Fellow- 
Creatures  ‘y  he  JhaU  he  allowed  a  competent  Advo-^ 
cate  of  another  s  Merit,  As  for  his  frequent  Cita¬ 
tions  or  Challenges  for  a  ferious  Anfwer  to  his 
Friendy  I  mufi  leaue  it  to^  the  Publick  to  determine 
whether  the  following  is  fo  or  not  y  and  whether 
Dr.  Woodward's  Book,  cis  he  faysy  is  wrote  with 
a  great  Spirit,  and  abounds  in  Wit  and 
Learning,*  and  is  the  only  intelligible  and  con- 
fiftent  Scheme  of  Phyfick,  that  has  ever  yet 
appeared  in  Print,  is  alfo  mw  before  the  fame 
fudges. 

*THE  T'enour  of  this  Appeal,  or  Sober  Vin¬ 
dication,  is  to  fay  as  extravagant  things  in  the 
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fraifi  of  Dr.  Woodward,  as  it  does  in  the 
f  roach  of  thofe  of  different  Sentiments.  But  it  may 
he  connjenient  to  advertife  this  Divine,  inith  many 
ethers  who  will  be  meddling  with  what  they  under^ 
fland  noty  T^hat  a  Smatteringy  a  mere  fuperficial 
Knowledge y  will  not  enable  Perfons  either  to  raife 
Schemes  and  ^TheorieSy  or  be  Judges  of  them  when 
made  :  and  particularly  in  anfwer  to  f  his  having 
met  with  feveral  Phyficians  of  Eminent  Cha- 
raSer  and  Experience,  that  approved  the 
Work,  and  admired  the  Author’s  great  Ge¬ 
nius,  Skill,  and  Learning  in  it;  I  never  yet  met 
with  one  Phyjlciany  or  any  one  Perfon  of  common 
Reading  and  Capacity y  who  had  read  this  IVorky  and 
gave  it  a  good  Wordy  but  on  the  contrary  treated  it 
with  Derifion  and  Contempt. 

BUT*  what  is  mofl  of  aU furpriz.ing  in  a  Perfon 
of  this  CharaUery  is  his  Support  of  Dr.  Wood¬ 
ward  in  the  mofl  deteflable  Office  a  Man  can  be 
employed  in  ;  and  that  is y  in  fpreading  and  fixing 
Accufations  of  Reproachy  and  Mifreprefentations  of 
others,  fhe  Filth  that  this  Reverend —  — 

^ — Pudet  hsEC  Opprobria- — 

flirs  up  on  this  occafiony  is  what  an  ordinary  Pa^^ 
tience  would  not  bear  going  through.  If  Dr.  Wood¬ 
ward  has  a  good  Caufcy  it  has  certainly  been  fo  iU 
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defended^  that  his  Enemies  might  almofl  pity  him ; 
but  much  better  had  it  been  for  him^  if  his  Adm^ 
cates  had  not  fo  much  to  plead  for  their  Defence  in 
this  dirty  Part  from  his  own  Example,  But  I  wiU 
not  tire  the  Reader  with  more  than  one  Inflancejur-^ 
therof  the  ill  Uf age  with  which  Dr,  Woodward  and 
his  Clergyman  treat  Gentlemen  mofl  eminent  in  the 
Profeffion  ,*  and  that  iSy  in  affir7ningy.  without  any 
Authority  in  the  worlds  *  that  Dr,  Mead  is  the 
Author  of  fome  of  thofe  Writings  againfl  Dr»  Wood¬ 
ward,  particularly  the  Letter  of  Dr.  Tripe  from 
Bath.  Alt  ho  neither  /,  nor  any  one  elfe^  who  is  ac^ 
quainted  with  Dr.  Mead’j  CharaElery  and  know 
how  much  better  his  T*ime  is  employ* dy  could  ever  fo 
much  as  fufpeEl  this ;  yet  becaufe  it  is  fo  pofitively 
affertedy  I  refolded  to  be  thoroughly  informed  of  this 
Mattery  and  from  an  exaB  Inquiry  do  affure  the 
Worldy  that  Dr,  Mead  is  not  the  Author  of  that 
Pamphlet y  nor  fo  much  as  of  any  one  Paragraph  in 
ity  or  in  any  other  Pieces  wrote  againfl  Dr,  Wood¬ 
ward;  Such  Paper-Quarrels  are  as  much  below 
his  Noticey  as  his  CharaBer  is  fuperior  to  all  man* 
ner  of  Competition  with  the  Promoters  of  them* 
Strange  Ufage  thisy  from  Dr,  Woodward  and  his 
Friends !  falfly  to  fuppofe  a  Gentleman  the  Author 
of  a  thingy  and  then  abufe  him  for  being  fo.  Such 
ArtSy  however^  will  never  ferve  himy  in  the  Oph 
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mon  of  equitable  Judges :  But  from  his  Ajffiant  the 
Clergyman  in  particulary  ^ho  has  in  a  very  fan* 
guine  manner  vouched  this  Faljhoody  it  is  defired 
that  the  Odium  Theologorum  may  be  kept  within 
its  bounds y  becaufe  Medicine  has  been  hitherto  in  the 
main  a  very  peaceful  Sciencey  and  is  much  better 
fuppor^d  by  Reafon  than  Scandah 

Imujl  not  conclude  without  dejtring  one 
thing  in  particular  from  Dr,  Woodward,  and  that 
isy  "That  when  he  writes  again  in  Phyjtcky  he  would 
be  pleafed  in  his  Quotations  from  Hippocrates  to 
diflinguijh  his  genuine  Works  from  thofe  which  are 
known  to  be  fpurious,*  becaufe  mofl  of  his  Author i^ 
ties  are  taken  from  the  latter. 


E  R  R  A  T. 

JnPage  9*5 .  Line  17.  for  in  the  manner  there  managed  was 
of  great  fervice,  read,  in  the  manner  there  frofofed  would 
have  been  of  great  fervice* 


(  I  ) 


An  EXAMINATION 

ef  Dr,  WoodwardV 
State  of  Phyfick  and  Dif- 
eafes. 

EFORE  I  enter  into  an  Exami¬ 
nation  of  Dr.  Woodvjard*s  Opinions^ 
it  may  be  neceffary  to  apprize  the 
Reader  of  the  great  Difficulty 
which  continually  arifes  from  his  peculiar  and 
afteded  Way  of  Expreffion,  whereby  it  is  ofceq 
impoffible  even  to  guefs  at  his  Meaning. 

THE  Dodor  fays,  *  In  every  thing  that 
Dr,  Freind  hath  hitherto  fublijhcdy  and  particu- 
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larly  the  prefent  Commentaries^  he  hath  advanced 
fever al  HTPOT^HE SES ;  fome  of  which  are 
rightly  fupportedy  and  the  refi  all  fo  ingenious^  that 
I  cannot  hut  he  pleafed  with  them.  Every  one 
who  has  read  Dr.  Freindy  will  find  it  very 
difficult  to  iinderftand  what  is  here  meant  by 
Hypothefes :  That  Gentleman  has  advanced  ma¬ 
ny  Propofitions  which  he  has  fully  proved,  but 
for  Hypothefes,  in  the  common  Acceptation, 
he  difclaims  them,  and  is  an  utter  Enemy  to 
them  ,*  but  yet  in  this  fenfe  Dr.  Woodward 
muft  ufe  the  word,  becaufe  he  fays  juft  after, 
t  But  then  I  can  fee  no  reafon  to  debar  rnyfelf  of  the 
fame  Pleafure  from  thofe  of  Dr.  Willis,  Dr.  Sy¬ 
denham,  Dr.  Morton,  and  other  Phyfciansy  to 
zvhofe  Hypothefes  Dr.Freind  is  fo  averfe  ;  he  hav¬ 
ing  noty  exclufive  of  otherSy  the  foie  Privilege  of 
entertaining  the  World  this  way.  Yet  here  again 
we  are  in  a  Contra didion ;  for  WtUis’s  Works 
are  profeffedly  an  Hypothefis,  being  founded 
upon  fuppofititious  Principles,  fuch  as  Sulphury 
Salty  &c.  and  Dr.  Morton  accounted  for  Dif- 
eafes  and  their  Cures  from  a  Suppofition  of 
their  Seat  being  in  the  Animal  Spirits  :  But 
then  Dr.  Sydenham  went  upon  no  Hypothefis, 
but  utterly  difclaimed  all  fuch  delufory  Con¬ 
ceits,  and  drew  no  Conclufions  except  from 
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Fafts  and  Experience.  Under  the  fame  Ob- 
icurity  does  the  Dodor  go  on,  when  he  fpeaks 
of  the  Antients  forming  Hypothefes  ;  and  giv¬ 
ing  the  fame  credit  alfo  to  his  own  Country¬ 
men,  fuch  as  Bacoriy  Gilbert^  Hohhs^  Boyle^  Wal-- 
Usy  and  others  j  for  thefe  Perfons  wrote  in  fo 
different  a  manner,  that  this  Term  in  no  one 
determinate  Signification  can  be  applicable  to 
them  all :  fo  that,  for  what  it  ftands  for  here^' 
it  may  be  every  things  or  nothings  with  equal 
Propriety;  But  when  it  is  further  added.  That 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton  hath  advanced  fever al  very 
tenfive  and  conjtderahle  Hypothefes ;  every  one  who 
underftands  any  thing  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton%  Phi- 
lofophy,  knows  that  it  is  quite  upon  another 
foot  than  Hypothefes  ,*  and  that  univerfal  At*, 
trabiion  or  Gravitation  iS'  a  Datunt^'  from  the 
known  Properties  of  which  he  has  made  his 
great  Difeoveries  in  the  Knowledge  of  Na¬ 
ture.  It  is  certainly  therefore  heceffary  that 
they  who  take  upon  them  to  write  bn  thofe 
Matters,  fhould  under ftand  the  Terms  of  the 
Science  with  which  they  meddle.  ^  What  z 
flrange  Swell  of  Sound  has  the  Dodor  Tet 
himfelf  off  with,  in  all  thefe  Citations,  with¬ 
out  conveying  any  determinate  Meaning  ?  And 
I  am  much  of  opinion,  that  the  Reader  upon 
due  Refiedion  will  find  a  great  part  of  his 
whole  Performance  of  the  fame  Turn,  Which 
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by  the  way  may  ferve  for  fome  Excufe  to  this 
Gentleman’s  Friends,  who  are  even  clamorous 
for  a  fober  Anfwcr  to  his  Book,  why  it  has 
been  fo  long  neglefted  ,*  becaufe  it  is  not  fo 
eafy  a  Task,  as  fome  may  imagine,  to  reafon 
with  one  who  has  no  Meaning,  and  talk  with 
a  Man  that  fays  nothing. 

IF  the  Dofior  had  been  lefs  full  of  him- 
jelf,  and  would  have  been  at  all  determined 
by  the  Sentiments  of  other  Men,  he  might 
from  many  Authors  have  been  taught  a  very 
diflind  Signification  to  this  Term,*  and  par¬ 
ticularly  by  Dr.  Mead^  in  the  Preface  to  his 
Imperium  Solis  ac  Lum^  &c»  which  would  have 
prevented  his  writing  in  this  confufed,  un¬ 
intelligible  manner  5  and  his  endeavouring  to 
draw  other  People  into  Con  traditions,  that  are 
very  confiftent  with  themfelves,  in  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  all  who  underftand  them.  For  Dr. 
Freindy  whom  he  thus  charges,  on  account  of 
having  fpoke  in  favour  of  T’heoryy  and  againfl 
Hypothefesy  has  very  diftind  and  different  Mean¬ 
ings  to  thofe  Terms ;  and  is  very  confiftent  and 
intelligible  in  the  Ufe  of  them  to  all,  unlefs 
fuch  as  Dr.  IVoodwardy  who  reads  as  well  as 
writes  without  Ideas, 
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BUT  let  US  now  turn  to  this  Gentleman’s 
Hypothefis,  and  fee  whether  he  is  any  more 
confiftent  in  the  Thing,  than  he  has  been  in 
the  Ufe  of  the  Term.  We  are  told.  That  f  the 
firR  Scenes^  and  the  Beginnings  of  all  things^  good 
or  bady  to  the  Body^  are  in  the  Stomach-- — --bar--' 
ring  exterior  Accidents.  If  by  exterior  Accidents 
are  meant  any  Caufes  of  Good  or  Bad  from  other 
PartSy  then  the  propofition  ftands  thus  ;  T^he 
Beginnings  of  all  things ^  good  or  bady  to  the  Body^ 
are  from  the  Stomachy  except  •what  comes  from  other 
Parts :  which  is  a  Difcoi^ery  no  body  envies* 
But  if  exterior  Accidents  are  Cafualties  only, 
then  the  Propofition  cannot  be  true,  becaufe 
the  Beginnings  of  Good  or  Bad  to  the  Body  may  be 
from  other  Parts,  before  the  Stomach  is  at  all 
out  of  order :  and  according  to  all,  who  have 
been  allowed  to  have  the  jufteft  Notions  of 
the  Animal  O Economy,  the  Lungs  and  Brain 
have  the  mofl:  important  Offices  therein,  and 
may,  by  a  great  Variety  of  common  Caufes, 
be  difordered  before  tlie  Stomach,  barring  Acci^ 
dents  as  Cafualtiesy  is  at  all  hurt,  or  brought 
into  the  lead  diforder  ;  as  in  Afthmatick  Per- 
fons  the  Stomach  is  frequently  found  right  in  all 
refpeds,  when  through  fome  primary  Fault  in 
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the  Breaftj  the  Body  fliall  become  diftempered^ 
even  unto  Death  :  And  there  is  not  one  Or¬ 
gan,  of  any  moment,  in  a  human  Body,  but 
Caufes  may  be  afligny  of  its  Diforder,  that 
fhall  extend  to  the  Whole,  in  which  the  Sto¬ 
mach  has  a  fhare  but  coiifequentially,  and  by 
confent. 

AGAIN,  t  While  the  Stomach  prepares  and 
difpenfes  D  0  W N  into  the  Blood  an  Aliment  that 

IT 

is  'wholly  good  and  rights  every  thing  mufl  he  fo  all 
over  the  Habit.  But  all  People  acquainted  with 
thefe  Matters,  know  many  Inftances  wherein 
the  Stomach  may  prepare  and  difpenfe  downinto 
the  Blood,  as  the  Doctor  affecis  to  term 
it,  and  yet  every  thing  fliall  not  be  right  all 
over  the  Habit  ^  and  this  from  all  Caufes  that 
hinder  the  due  Attrition  of  fiich  an  Aliment 
in  the  Lungs  and  Arteries,  and  prevent  its 
arrival  at  the  feveral  fecretory  Glands,  of  a 
Confiftence,  or  Degree  of  Fluidity,  fuitable 
for  the  Detachments  of  fuch  Parts,  as  the  va¬ 
rious  Exigencies  of  the  OEconomy  require, 
and  the  Strudure  of  the  Glands  is  differently 
fuited  for  :  that  is,  there  are  many  affignable 
Caufes  that  /liall  hinder  a  due  Separation  of 
Bile  in  the  Liver,  of  Spirits  in  the  Brain,  of 


f  Page  2. 


Urine 


3)r.'Woo6wa.td’s  State  of  ^hyjtck,.  7 

Urine  in  the  Kidneys,  eirr.  all  which  fhall 
greatly  diforder  the  Habit,  even  when  the 
Stomach  does  its  proper  Office  of  Digeftion ; 
and  therefore  rauft  all  thofe  Reafonings  from  a 
Suppofition  of  this  being  the  original  Seat  of 
all  Diftempers,  barring  exterior  Accidents  as  Ca- 
fualties,  be  unphilofophical  and  groundlefs. 


BUT  next  to  this  grand  Error  of  making 
the  Stomach  the  Seat  of  what,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  it  cannot  be,  is  fuperadded  an  In- 
‘  firument  or  efficient  Caufe  of  all  thofe  Evils 
which  can  never  come  there  but  by  preter¬ 
natural  means.  Hear  what  the  Dodtor  fays 
upon  this  momentous  Affair:  When^  by  any 
means  vohatever^  the  Contents  of  this  Organ  are 
tail  ufy  as  v:eU  in  Perfons  in  Touth^  the  highefl 
Vigoury  and  Healthy  as  ctherSy  there  ever  arifesy 
•with  the  refiy  a  bilious  Juice,  We  have  Infiances 
of  this  in  the  Vomitings  that  happeny  efpeciaUy  du¬ 
ring  Storms  at  Sea  ;  and  after  hard  Drinkings 
^Twill  not  be  eafily  believed  how  great  quantities  of 
this  Juice  are  frequently  thus  difcharged ;  and  this 
rifing  likewife  on  all  other  occafionsy  in  which  the 
Vomiting  is  free  and  effeclualy  ^tis  evident  that  this 
Juice  mufi  be  naturaly  and  more  or  lefs  of  it  ordh 
narily  refident  in  the  Stomach* 
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HERE  the  Dodor  takes  the  mofl:  extraor¬ 
dinary  way  to  know  what  is  naturally  refident 
in  the  Stomachy  that  was  ever  yet  thought  of : 
The  common  way  of  Information  is,  by  exa¬ 
mining  its  Contents  upon  Diffedion,  where 
things  are  moft  likely  to  be  found  in  a  natural 
State  ,*  for  a  cautious  Perfon  even  this  way 
would  not  truft  to  what  he  there  finds,  in 
many  Difeafes«  But  'Dr.  Woodward  takes  his 
Standard  of  Nature  ( for  fo  he  often  talks)  from 
the  moft  unnatural  State  imaginable  ,•  and 
judges  of  the  Contents  of  the  Stomach  from 
what  it  throws  up  in  a  Storm  at  Sea,  and  the 
Agonies  of  a  Convulfion.  The  like  Difor- 
ders,  wherein  he  fixes  this  great  Standard  of 
Nature^  do  frequently  bring  up  by  Vomit  the 
Contents  of  the  Bowels  much  lower  than 
where  the  Bile  does  really  drain  into  them^ 
and  fometimes  even  what  is  given  by  Clyfter  : 
Is  therefore  what  is  brought  up  at  fuch  times 
to  be  )‘udg’d  naturally  rejtding  in  the  Stomach  ? 
Would  any  one  that  talks  of  a  Standard  of 
Nature^  draw  fuch  an  unnatural  Conclufion  ? 
There  is  certainly  a  great  deal  of  difference 
between  what  may  pafs  through  the  Stomach 
either  upwards  or  dowuiw^ards,  and  wdiat  ought 
to  be  concluded  naturally  to  refide  there,  and 
to  be  the  native  Produce  of  that  part. 
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THUS  much  only  might  be  fufEcient  to 
fliew  from  what  remote  Premifes  the  Dofior 
draws  the  moft  pofitive  Conclufions  ;  but  the 
leafl:  Acquaintance  imaginable  in  the  Anatomy 
of  a  human  Body,  (/.  e.  in  the  Dodor’s  Lan¬ 
guage,  the  Frame)  will  demonflrate  the  utter 
Falfenefs  of  this  Pofition.  That  there  is  z 
Juice  naturally  feparated  by  the  Glands^  in 
the  Coats  of  the  Stomach,  no  one  will  deny  ; 
and  that  this  may  aflift  in  Digeftion,  as  the 
Spittle  does  in  chewing  and  fwallowing :  but 
then  this  is  prodigioufly  different,  in  all  its 
fenfible  Qualities,  from  the  Bile.  Anatomy,  or 
an  Acquaintance  with  theFfame^  further  teaches 
us  that  the  Bile,  which  is  feparated  by  the 
Liver,  is  empty^d  out  into  the  Bowels  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  below  the  Pylorus,  or  the 
further  Orifice  of  the  Stomach  \  and  that  the 
periftaltick  and  natural  Motion  of  the  Gut 
whereinto  it  drains,  immediately  haftens  it,  a- 
long  with  its  other  Contents,  downwards,  and 
fuffers  not  one  Drop,  or  Particle,  to  come 
upwards.  This  is  all  touching  the  Refidence 
of  a  bilious  Juice  in  a  natural  State,  and  is 
fo  obvious  a  Truth,  that  no  Man  in  the  w^orld 
pver  offer’d  to  difpute  it,  till  Dr.  Woodv^ard. 
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BUT  in  Storms  at  Sea,  and  Vomiting,  a  bilious 
^uice  is  found  in  what  the  Stomach  cafls  up  ;  but 
every  one,  who  has  been  rightly  taught  in  thefe 
matters,  knows  that  Vomiting  is  a  Convulfion> 
wherein  the  natural  Motion  of  the  Stomach  is 
inverted,  fo  as  to  draw  fome  part  of  the  af¬ 
fixed  Gut  into  Confent  :  if  this  Inverfion 
therefore  reaches  as  far  as  where  the  Bile  has 
its  Outlet  into  that  Gut,  fome  part  of  it  will 
be,  as  it  were,  pump’d  up  into  the  Stomach, 
and  thrown  out  in  vomiting;  but  then  this  is 
no  more  the  natural  Contents  of  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  than  any  thing  elfe  that  may  be  brought 
np,  by  the  fame  means,  from  the  lowefl  parts 
of  the  Bowels,  as,  it  was  before  taken  notice, 
even  Clyfters  themfelves  will  be. 

IN  his  fLibfeqiient  Difcourfe  of  the  Small¬ 
pox,  the  Dodor  urges  fomething  further  to 
prove  the  Stomach  the  Seat  of  a  bilious  Juice, 
from  the  Opinion  of  Hippocrates,  That  f  allDif- 
eafes  whatever,  that  proceed  from  Principles  within 
the  Body,  owe  their  Origin  to  Bile  and  Phlegm — ^ — 
That  Bile  and  Phlegm  are  brought  into  the  World 
zvith  the  Body- — ^—That  Bile  owes  its  Supply  to  the 
Meats  and  Drinks  made  ufe  of - -“And  that  its 
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Redundance  is  from  Intemperance* *  Before  any  Re¬ 
gard  is  given  to  the  Dodor's  Citations  from 
Hippocratesy  let  it  be  obferved,  once  for  all, 
that  he  grievoufly  mifreprefents  him :  inftead 
of  his  affirming  all  Difeafes  are  from  Bile  and 
Phlegm,  as  Dr.  Woodward  makes  him  do,  he 
fays,  H  Both  Man  and  Woman  have  four  kinds  of 
Humoursy  from  whence  Difeafes  proceed.  And 
what  thefe  four  Humours  are,  we  arc  told  by 
the  Divine  Old-Man,  in  the  fame  Book ;  The 
^  Seat  of  the  Blood  is  the  Hearty  of  Phlegm  the 
Heady  of  Water  the  SplecUy  and  of  the  Bile  the 
Liv&r,  Where,  by  the  way  alfo,  we  may  fee 
how  the  Dodor  falfifies  the  Authority  of  Hippo-- 
crates  with  relation  to  the  Seat  of  the  Bile,  as 
well  as  the  Confeqiiences  from  it;  for  Hippo¬ 
crates  exprefly  makes  its  natural  Refidence  in 
the  Liver.  The  fame  Authority  likewife  not 
only  {lands  flrong  againfr  Dr. Inte¬ 
grity,  with  refped  to  Quotations,  but  alfo  a« 
gainfl:  the  Validity  of  his  own  Opinions;  for 
Hippocrates  has  it  in  the  fame  place,  fpeaking 
of  the  Bile  ;  *  Its  Seat,  which  is  the  Livery  draws 
to  it  whatfoever  is  of  a  bilious  nature*  And  if  on 
a  fudden  the  Bile  abounds^  a  Perfon  will  have  Pain 
in  his  Livery  and  a  great  quantity  will  flow  from  it. 
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liz  Vihkh  Circumfiance  the  old  Bile^  by  means  of  its 
Redundance^  mil  overflow  into  the  Stomachy  whence 
grievous  Pains  will  arifcy  &c.  Does  not  this  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofe  Dr.  Wbodward*s  Syftem  ?  He 
fays^  the  Stomach  is  the  natural  Refidenee  of 
the  Bile  ,•  Hippocrates,  that  the  Liver  is  :  Dr. 
Woodward  fays,  all  Difeafes  are  from  Bile  and 
Phlegm  -y  Hippocrfites  fays,  they  are  from  thefe, 
in  common  with  otI?er  Humours.  And  fur¬ 
ther,  in  contradidion  tp  Dr.  Woodward's  ma¬ 
king  the  Bile  naturally  refide  in  thp  Stomach, 
Hippocrates  fays.  When  by  Redundance  it  over^ 
flows  into  ity  it  occajiom  grievous  Pains y  dec*  What 
muft  we  fay  or  think  of  a  Man  that  will  thus 
collude  and  fallify  with  the  greateft  Authori¬ 
ties,  in  favour  of  a  darling  Conceit  of  his 
own  }  Had  Dr.  Woodward  been  content  to 
put  his  abfurd,and  unnatural,  Syftem  upon  the 
Publick,  with  the  beft  Reafonings  of  his  own 
contrivance,  it  might  find  excufe  ,*  but  to  im- 
pofe  'in  this  manner  fharn  Credentials  from  fo 
great  an  Authority  as  that  of  Hippocrates,  will 
eternally  lie  hard  upon  him  to  get  clear  of. 
But  if  it  was  to  be  allowM  that  fome  Expref- 
fions,  in  Hippocrates,  favour  the  Opinion  of  fome 

^  t 

Bile  refiding  in  the  Stomach,  yet  his  greateft 
Admirers  will  never  put  a  Point  in  Anatomy 
upon  hisDccifion,  becaufe  Difled:ion  was  in  his 
Time  little  or  not  at  all  praftifed  :  fo  that 

altho 
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altho  he  might,  and  confefledly  did,  know  the 
beft  of  all  his  Contemporaries  the  Condition  of 
a  human  Body,  yet  for  want  of  proper  In-' 
fpedion  thereinto  he  might,  from  the  Matter 
brought  up  by  Vomiting,  conceive  fome  fuch 
thing  as  Bile  to  refide  in  the  Stomach,  becaufe 
he  had  no  better  means  of  Information  ;  but 
this  no  way  juftifies  a  Perfon  in  the  fame  Con- 
jedure,  who  has  had  Opportunities  of  b^ng 
otherwife  inftruded,  and  who  may  know  by 
ocular  Demonftration,  from  the  Make  ancf 
Offices  of  the  Parts,  that  no  fuch  thing  can 
be,  but  by  Accident,  and  in  a  State  of  Dif- 
temperature^ 

B  U  T  we  iliould  almoft  fufpeft  the  Since¬ 
rity  of  the  Dodor^s  Conclufions,  as  well  as 
their  Juftice,  when  he  argues,  that  becaufe 
Hippocrates  faid.  Bile  owed  its  Supply  to  Meats  and 
Drinks y  therefore  the  Stomach  mufl  have  its  fairefi 
Claim  Is  not  this  obtruding  upon  us  the 
Authority  of  Hippocrates^  in  a  Cafe  wherein 
Hippocrates  could  not,  with  any  Juftice,  con¬ 
clude,  and  wherein  there  is  no  room  even  to 
pretend  he  did  fo  ?  If  Bile  is  fupplyM  from 
our  Aliment,  why  ?  And  how  muft  it  be  fepa- 
rated  in  the  Stomach  ?  Becaufe  it  comes  up 

*  Page  50, 9 1. 
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from  thence  In  vomiting,  will  not  do,  for  the 
Reafons  already  given  :  And  it  cannot  be  fe- 
parated  in  the  Stomach,  but  either  immediate¬ 
ly  from  the  Aliment,  by  fome  Adion  of  the 
Stomach  thereupon,  or  from  the  Blood,  by 
fome  Glands  fituated  in  it  for  that  purpofe. 

O  N  the  firft  of  thofe  Suppofitions,  no  Ac¬ 
tion  of  the  Stomach  can  draw  it  therefrom,  un- 
lefsthe  Dodor  fuppofes  the  Food  to  be  there 
diffolv’d,  as  many  Subftances  are  in  quiefcent 
Veffels  by  Warmth,  whofe  Parts,  when  in  Dif- 
folution,  adjuft  themfelves  to  different  Alti¬ 
tudes,  according  to  their  fpecifick  Weights*^ 
And  this  Opinion  any  one  will  think  the  Doc¬ 
tor  to  have  gone  into,  who  confiders  his  Ac¬ 
count  of  Vomits,  and  the  Manner  by  which 
they  bring  up  the  lighteft  Principles  firft,  and 
require  Continuance  and  greater  Force  to  fetch 
up  the  heavieft  at  the  bottom  of  the  Stomach* 
Many  Places  likewife,  in  his  Idea  of  the  Na^ 
ture  of  Many  intimate  the  fame;  infomuch  that 
upon  no  other  Foundation  can  he  be  confiftent 
in  any  degree.  But  then  how  does  this  com¬ 
port  with  any  tolerable  Notions  of  the  Make 
and  Adion  of  the  Stomach  ?  All  that  know  any 
thing  of  the  matter,  are  certain,  that  its  con¬ 
tinual  Motion  from  the  alternate  Compreffion  of 
the  Mufcles  in  Refpiration,  is  fo  great,  as 

cannot 
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‘  cannot  admit  of  any  fuch  Separation  of  Fluids 
therein ;  that  how  far  foever  the  Aliment  is 
diflblv’d  in  the  Stomach,  and  how  much  fo« 
ever  it  confifts  of  different  Parts,  they  are  fo 
ftrongly  fhook  together,  to  wafh  over  the 
Pylorus  in  one  feemingly  uniform  Fluid,  or  re¬ 
main  till  they  are  divided  enough  fo  to  do,’ 
By  this  means  then  the  Stomach  ^  has  no  fairer 
Claim  to  the  Bile,  than  any  other  ,Part  of  the 
Aliment. 

‘  IF  therefore,  on  the  other  hand,  it  goes  on 
with  the  common  Current,  and  is  feparated  in¬ 
to  it  by  any  particular  Glands  from  the  Blood,' 
as  it  circulates  thro  its  Coats,  it  lies  upon  the 
Dodor  to  point  out  thofe  Glands,  and  ihew 
fuch  a  Secretion  to  confift  with  the  Laws  of 
Circulation,  as  is  pradicable  with  all  the  na¬ 
tural  Secretions.  But  this  Notion  fuits  not 
with  the  Dodor’s  Expreflion,  of  the  Stomach^s 
having  the  fairefi  Claim  to  the  1^1^,  becaufe  this 
way  any  other  Part  has  as  fair  a  Claimy  thro 
w  hich  the  Blood  circulates. 

BUT  the  Objedions  to  this  Opinion  of 
;  Dr.  Woodward’s,  arifing  from  Anatomy  and 
ocular  Demonftration,  are  not  all  that  fiand 
;  againfl:  him  ,*  for  the  Obfervation  and  Expe¬ 
rience  of  all  witnelfeth,  that  when  Vomiting 

continues 
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continues  fo  long,  or  is  fo  much  aggravated^  ^ 
that  Bile  is  brought  up  thereby^  the  Sicknefs  at 
Stomach  grows  intolerable,  infomuch  as  to 
leave  no  poffibility  of  imagining  that  Part  to 
be  its  natural  tlefidence,  but  rather  that  thofe 
forcible  Convulfions  have  fetchM  it  up  much 
lower,  from  its  real  Seat*  From  this  Obferva- 
tion  only,  I  fay,  no  one  could  be  miftaken  in 
this  matter,  who  is  not  gone  into  the  utmoft 
Fondnefs  and  Bigotry  to  his  own  Conceits, 
and  has  a  Scheme  to  fupport  at  all  adventures. 
Can  any  Perfons  believe  the  Stomach  naturally 
to  contain  w^hat  immediately  affeds  it  in  fuch  a 
manrier,  as  fickens  a  Perfon  almofi:  to  death, 
and  brings  on  the  flrongeft  Convulfions  ?  Let 
the  Dodor  appeal  to  his  own  Patients  only  in 
this  Cafe,  if  he  will  not  be  otherwife  con- 
vinc^d« 

HIS  accounting  for  this  Diforder,  upon 
the  working  of  a  Vomit,  and  raifing  thereby 
the  Bile  into  Adlion,  that  w^as  fuppos’d  before  to 
lie  quiet,  which  it  is  very  likely  he  will  do,  be- 
caiife  the  Tenour  of  his  Language  imports  as 
much,  will  by  no  means  anfwer,  becaufe  it  is 
inconfiftent  with  the  natural  Adion  of  the  Sto-’ 
mach  for  Matter  fo  quietly  to  lodge  therein, 
for  Reafons  above  given. 


MANY 
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MANY  other  Parts  of  the  Dodor^s  Hypo^ 
thefis,  refpeding  the  Bile  immediately,  might 
be  taken  notice  of,  wherein  he  contradids  both 
ocular  Teftimony,  and  the  Senfe  of  all  Man¬ 
kind,  fince  Anatomy  has  given  the  proper 
Lights  into  this  matter  ;  but  it  would  be  too 
tedious,  and  -this  may  be  fufficient  with  all 
who  are  Judges,  or  will  be  at  the  pains  of  a 
little  Confideration.  One  Paffage  however 

j. 

mufl:  not  by  any  means  be  pafs^d  over,  where 
the  Dodor  is  fpeaking  in  favour  of  Vomiting ; 
and  inveighing  againft  Catharticks,  he  has  this 
remarkable  and  entertaining  Expreffion  :  *  "The 
Mechanifm  of  the  Body  makes  clearly  againfl  Purg-- 
ing.  How  great  a  Paradox  it  is  to  thin  this  MO  R-^ 
BID  MAT'T'E  R  ;  to  roufe  ity  and  fend  it  into 
the  Guts  ;  to  HR  AIL  ity  for  the  whole  Length  of 
them,  before  the  Orifices  of  all  the  LaElealsy  &c* 
The  morbid  Matter  is  here  the  bilious  Juice  in  a 
diflemper’d  State,  becaufe  That  only  he  char¬ 
ges  all  along  as  the  Agent  and  Caufe  of  all 
Mifchiefs  to  the  Body  ,*  mind  then  how  infuffe- 
rably  fatirical  he  is  againft  thofe  who  give 
Purges,  becaufe  it  trails  it  the  whole  Length 
of  the  Guts,  and  before  the  Orifices  of  the 
Lafteals  !  This  mufl  be  own’d  unanfwerable; 
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for  what  fignifies  it,  after  fuch  a  Flujh  of  Con¬ 
ceit,  to  tell  the  Dodor  over  and  over,  that  tho 
the  Bile  has  nothing  to  do  in  the  Stomach, 
where  he  places  it,  for  the  fake  of  his  Vomits, 
yet  its  natural  Refidence,  when  prefs’d  out  of 
the  common  Cyflus  or  Gall-Bladder,  is  in  the 
Bowels ;  that  it  naturally,  in  a  State  of  Health, 
trails  thro  the  whole  Length  of  the  Guts,  and 
before  the  Oi^ces  of  the  Ladeals  too,  and 
thereby  anfwers  feveral  important  Exigencies 
of  the  Oeconomy  :  What  fignifies  it,  I  fay,  to 
urge  fuch  dull  and  palpable  Truths  as  thefe  to 
the  Dodor  ?  they  are  things  common,  ^and  ob¬ 
vious  to  the  Notices  of  all,  and  would  be  in- 
liirioufiy  introduc’d  into  fuch  a  Train  of  Co¬ 
gitation,  as  the  Dodor  has  here  publifh’d. 

B  U  T  in  the  common  way  of  thinking,  if 
w^e  find  that  all  the  Beginnings  of  Bad  to  the  Body^ 
are  not  from  the  Stomach,  and  that  the  Bile  is 
not  a  natural  Refident  there  j  what  mufl  we  fay 
to  an  Hypothefis  that  is  fupported  by  fuch  Con- 
jedures,  and  without  Vvhich  the  whole  Super- 
flrudure  mufl  fink  ?  Dr.  Woodward  w'ould  cer¬ 
tainly  have  done  well  in  weighing  thefe  Mat¬ 
ters  better,  before  he  had  ventur’d  fo  far  ,*  and 
to  have  hadfo  much  regard  to  other  Peoples  Un- 
derftandings,  as  not  to  have  put  upon  the  World 
an  Idea  of  the  Mature  of  Man^  which  is  incon- 
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fiftent  with  the  Nature  of  things,  and  repugnant 
to  the  Senfe  and  Experience  of  all  Mankind. 

RUT  it  mufl  be  fuppos'd  for  a  while,  that 
the  Dodor  is  in  the  right  about  his  bilious 
Juice,  that  we  ^may  fee  what  he  will  make  of 
it.  And  firfi,  f  T^he  Meat  fent  down  into  the  Sto^ 
machy  is  there  received  by  this  yuice,  ^  Here  is  a 
notorious  Deception  and  Impropriety  of 
.Speech,  becaufe  in  no  adequate  Senfe  can  any 
Juice  there  receive  the  Food  into  it,  unlefs 
there  were  Quantity  enough  for  theiFood  to 
be  immerfed  in  it,  as  in  a  quiefcent  Veffel, 
which  is  known  to  be  impoffible  here.  The 
Food  in  fome  meafure  may  indeed  be  faid  to 
receive  the  Juices  of  the  Stomach,  '  as  by  thd 
Adion  and  Concuffion  there,  they  are  by  de¬ 
grees  taken  up  by  it,  and  mix^’d  therewith  into 
a  common  Fluid.  But  this  Juice  miift  be  thd 
principal  Agent  in  every  thing,  and  therefore 
alfo  it  contains  in  it  Salts  of  differing  'Mature^ 
fweet,  muriaticky  ammoniack^  hitter^  acid  \f  AVhat 
Ideas  the  Dodor  has  to  thefe  Terms,  I  know 
not.  It  was  a  Remark  of  Mr.  Locke,  that 
wanted  Words  to  fome  of  our  Ideas  of  Tafte  ,* 
but  it  is  to  be  fear’d  here  are  Words  without 
Ideas,  without  fuch  at  leaf!;  as  are  expreffive  of 
thofe  feniible  Qualities,  whereby  the  ^hyfijcal 

f  *  _ 
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Agency  of  the  thing  can  be  determin’d  ;  and 
all  Phyficians  now-a-days,  unlefs  Dr.  Woodward^ 
take  care  to  ufe  only  Terms  as  may  be  fo  ex» 
preflive,  becaufe  otherwife  they  teach  nothing. 
J'hefey  however,  ijohen  rightly  confiltutedy  and  each 
in  due  Proprtiony  aB  upon  the  Meaty  dijfolvey  di- 
gefty  and  reduce  it  to  a  thin  ^eUy  *.  By  w'hat 
phyfical  and  known  Quality  do  they  thus  ad  ? 
If  they  will  do  this  out  of  the  Stomach,  upon 
the  fame  Subjed,  it  is  to  be  accounted  for 
as  are  the  Operations  of  all  other  Diflol- 
vents  I  but  if  they  will  not  do  the  fame  out 
of  the  Stomach,  it  is  a  deceitful  way  of  talking 
to  fay,  they  do  it  there,  without  any  mention 
of  the  other  Caufes,  or  thofe  which  concur  at 
ieaft  in  bringing  about  this  Effed.  As  in  all 
the  other  Inftances  yet  taken  notice  of,  the 
Dodor  fhews  himfelf  a  great  Stranger  to  the 
Frame  ,*  fo  in  this  Point  he  is  gricvoufly  out, 
to  fpeak  of  Digeftion  in  the  Stomach,  with¬ 
out  any  manner  of  regard  to  its  natural  Mo¬ 
tion,  which  now  all  Anatomifts  and  Phyficians 
allow  to  be  the  chief,  if  not  the  foie  efficient 
in  this  Affair. 

AGAIN,  By  their  ABions  and  ConfliBsy  a 
Heat  is  excitedy  Fumes  and  Steams  are  raised  f. 
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No  Mortal  has  a  Notion  of  this  in  a  State  of 
Health,  but  when  fuch  liappen,  place  them 
to  a  Difeafe,  which  is  troublefome  enough 
too.  But  there  is  fomething  for  thefe  Steams 
to  do ;  They  huff  up  the  Stomachy  and  keep  it  in  a 
moderate  "Tenfan  and  Inflation  Is  this  again 
confident  with  any  Notion  of  the  forcible 
Contradion  and  Prefl’ure  the  Stomach  fuftains 
by  the  Mufcles  alternately  ading  in  Refpira* 
tion  ?  The  Dodor  can  have  no  Notion  of  this 
*  Matter  fo  necefiary  to  the  OEconomy,  or  elfe 
he  would  never  talk  of  blowing  or  huffing  up 
the  Stomach  in  this  manner,  like  any  Bladder 
taken  out  of  the  Body,  and  in  open  Air. 

YET  hear  further  ,•  f  By  this  means  it  is  made 
fomewhat  to  hear  and  prefs  on  the  Parts  all  round : 
and  in  particular  on  the  defcending  Trunk  of  the 
great  Artery ;  which  being  RAISED  UP  THT 
T'HER  FOR  The  PURPOSE,  is  fo 
placed  on  the  Ridge  of  the  Back-Bone  behind  the 
Stomach,  to  be  fuhjeB  direBly  to  its  Impulfe, 
AElion,  and  Modulation.  I  cannot  imagine  what 
is  meant  by  raifed  up  thither  for  the  purpofe  ;  but 
the  Dodor  it  feems  will  take  as  great .  a  Liber« 
ty  in  making  the  Frame,  as  he  has  done  in 
contriving  the  chief  Agent  to  aduate  it  |  and 
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the  Artery  being  on  the  Ridge  of  the  Back- 
Bone,  is  abfolutely  falfe,  becaufe  it  is  never 
placed  but  on  one  fide  ^of  it,  here,  as  well  as 
all  along  the  Spine,  linlefs  when,  in  looking  for 
it,  it  be  drawn  \vith  the  Parts  to  which  it  is 
connecied  by  force  upoiithe  Ridge,  as  it  may 
very  eafily  happen  to  an  ignorant  Enquirer. 

AGAIN,  k  In  proportion  as  the  Stomach  bears 
m  this  Vejfely  more  or  Jefs^  and  flraitens  it  ;  and 
more  or  lefs  impedes  the  Defcent  oj  the  Blood :  fo 
that  the  Difcharge  out  of  the  Heart  being  equals  a 
greater  Quantity  is  fent  to  all  the  Parts  above  this 
CURB  ;  particularly  to  the  Brainy  to  anfwer  the 
great  Ends  of  Nature  there,  in  every  Exigence  of 
that  important  Organ,  That  when  the  Stomach 
is  diftended  .with  a  frefh  Meal,  or  by  Accident 
inflated  beyond  its  ufual  Dimenfions,  it  will- 
bear  fo  much  npon  the  great  Artery,  as  to  de¬ 
termine  a  greater  Quantity  of  Blood 'to  the 
Brain,  in  proportion  to  what  goes  downwards 
at  other  times,  is  what  Anatomifts  frequently 
mention  ;  and  Dr.  Woodward  might  eafily  have 
learned  thus  much  from  Dr.  Mead,  in  his  Effay 
on  Opium,  where  he  accounts  why  a  full  Meal 
pccaficiis  fpmetimes  Drowflnefs?  But  that  the 
bilious  Salts  in  the  Stomach,  without  the  par- 
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ticular  Circumftaiice  of  a  ftill  Meal^,  fhoiild 
huff  up  the  Stomach  for  this  purpofe,  is  very 
flrange,  and  greatly  improbable  becaiife  in  a 
uniform  State  of  Healthy  when  this  Beginning 
of  Good  to  the  Body  is  from  the' Stomach,  the 
Stomach  Vv  ill  be  always  equally  diftended  or 
huffed  up,  and  confeqiiently  a  greater  Qiiaiitity 
of  Blood  always  fent  up  above  this  Curb^  which 
founds  but  very  oddly  for  fuch  a  State. 

BUT  the  Brain  may  want  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  Provifion  :  ^  For  the  bilious  Salts ^  befides  the 
Parts  they  aEi  in  Digeftion,  concur  to  the  ProduBion 
of  the  Phenomena  that  attend  the  PaffionSy  foy^ 
Grief  Fear^  Anger  i  and  by  the  Regulation  of  this 
Fenfion  of  the  Stomachy  and  of  its  Aclion  ufon  the 
Artery  behind  it y  to  the  Modulation  of  the  BraiUy  to 
the  Exertion  of  the  Senfes,  and  of  Cogitation* 
SP  LEND  I D  A  BILLS!  Incomprehenfible 
Dr.  Woodward  !  Well  might  a  great  many  or¬ 
dinary  Philofophers,  fuch  as  Cartefimy  Male- 
hranchcy  Lcchy  and  the  like,  puzzle  themfelves, 
to  bring  Matter  and  Thought  together  in 
vain ;  they  thought  not  one  jot  of  the  Bile, 
that’s  certain,  but  as  it  gave  them  Chagrin 
and  Uneafinefs.  Dr.  Woodward  indeed  dors 
not  make  it  a  thinking  Principle,  flridly  fpeak- 
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ing,  but  he  makes  it  fomewhat  more,  if  polTi- 
ble ;  he  makes  it  regulate  the  "Tenfion  of  the  Sto- 
much  j  and  that  Tenfion,  by  ading  on  the  Arte¬ 
ry  behind  it,  to  modulate  the  Brain  ;  and  that 
iVlodulation,  to  exert  Senfe  and  Cogitation  ; 
fo  that  the  whole  Affair  of  Thinking  is  under  the 
Influence  of  this  Principle  in  the  Stomach. 
This  is  fuch  a  Train  of  Thinking  as  quite  con¬ 
founds  me,  becaufe  I  cannot  polTibly  fee  the 
Caufe  here  afligned  to  be  at  all  adequate  to 
the  Effeds  ;  For  fuppofe  the  different  Exten- 
fioiis  of  the  Stomach,  and  its  Preflure  thereby 
upon  the  Artery,  hath  a  confiderable  Influence 
,upon  the  Brain,  and  the  Adions  of  the  Mind  ,* 
yet  fuch  Extenfions  are  determined  by  Caufes, 
much  more  probable  and  efficacious  than  that 
here  affigned  :  Befides,  it  is  impoffible  to  ima¬ 
gine  how  ^  fermenting  Mixture  fhoiild  preferve 
Eich  a  continued  uniform  Expanfion  as  is  here 
pretended  ;  for  by  what  there  will  be  occafion 
prefently  to  mention  from  the  Dodor's  Syftem, 
it  will  appear,  that  the  Stomach  is  thus  huffed 
up  uniformly^^in  the  fame  Subjed  at  all  times, 
except  in  Sleep.  Let  any  one,  who  has  been 
iifed  to  Experiments  of  this  kind^  imagine,  if 
he  poffibly  can,  what  Principles  will  fupport 
fuch  a  LuBiis  or  Conflid  in  a  Part  circumilan- 
ced  as  the  Stomach,  without  being  liable,  by 
all  the  Changes  that  continually  happen  to  this 
'  '  ‘  Partj, 
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Part,  to  be  interrupted.  The  Diverfity  of  what 
is  frequently  put  into  the  Stomach,  one  would 
think,  muft  ftrangely  difturb  this  huffing  Princh 
pie ;  and  what  a  fine  Condition  then  muft  the 
Jffair  of  Cogitation  be  in,  that  is  liable  to  fuch 
precarious  Influences  ? 

THIS  Misfortune  the  Dofitor  himfelf  feems 
to  be  indeed  well  aware  of,  for  he  fays,  ^"This 
fo  furely  depends  upon  the  Stomachy  that  it  never 
fucceeds  rightlyy  vehile  either  by  reafon  of  the  De^- 
privation  of  the  bilious  SaltSy  or  fome  other  Caufe^ 
things  are  put  into  a  Perturbation  there :  or  %ohiley 
on  account  of  intemperate  Eatingy  or  excejjive  Drink- 
ingy  the  Salts  are  fo  much  engaged  in  digefling  the 
over-great  Charge  thus  made  upon  themy  as  to  have 
liberty  to  affifl  in  the  Affair  of  Cogitation,  But 
how  comes  it  about,  that  this  Principle,  which 
is  fupply’d  by  the  Aliment,  fhould  be  moft  de- 
fedive  when  there  is  moft  Aliment  taken  in  ? 
Thus  prepofteroufly  inconfiftent  is  this  Gentle¬ 
man  with  himfelf!  The  Principle  of  Cogita¬ 
tion  is  fupplyM  by  the  Aliment,  and  yet  the 
Aliment  difturbs  the  Affair  of  Cogitation,  But 
it  may  perhaps  be  the  Dodor's  meaning,  that 
the  Bile  feparated  from  a  former  Meal,  and 
refiding  in  the  Stomach,  huffs  it  upy  and  aflifts 
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in  tho  Affair  of  Cogitation^  till  another  Meal  is 
put  into  it,  and  then  it  defifts  from  its  former 
Office^  and  turns  to  that  of  Digeftion,  which 
finiihed,  gives  a  frefli  Supply  of  Bile  to  go  on 
again  with  thinking;  fo  that  the  Bile,  it  feems, 
cannot  do  both  at  once.  And  the  Dodor  al¬ 
lows,  That  t  ujhere  thefe  Salts  are  too  long  and 
intenfely  employ^ d  in  Cogitation,  the  Digeflion  is  neg- 
leBedy  and  fo  the  Nourijhment  render  d  imperfeB- 
For  uohich  reafon.  Scholars  and  Men  that  give  them- 
felves  up  much  to  "Thought  and  Study,  are  ordinarily 
lean  and  confumptive.  Be  it  fo ;  but  how  muft 
we  then  account  for  thofe  Conflitutions  that 
are  very  lean,  that  abound  with  Bile,  and  eat 
a  great  deal,  which  are  common,  and  yet  em¬ 
ploy  little  or  none  of  their  Bile  in  Think¬ 
ing?  and  thofe  likewife  who  are  very  cor¬ 
pulent,  yet  ftudy  much,  and  eat  fparingly,  for 
fuch  too  there  are  to  be  met  with  ?  But  the 
Abfurdities  and  Contradidions  in  this  Hypo- 
thefis  are  numberlefs.  Any  Perfon  who  has  an 
Inclination  to  be  an  Hypothefis-Maker,  need 
not  be  difcouraged ;  for  after  this  rate  every 
Thing  may  be  faid  of  every  SuhjeEl,  and  a  Perfon 
may  as  much  as  he  pleafes  talk  about  Caufes 
and  Effeds,  without  any  regard  to  the  Rela¬ 
tion  or  Fitnefs  of  the  one  to  the  other. 
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W  E  have  many  learned  and  intelligible  Ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Bile,  and  its  Ufes  in  the  Animal 
OEconomy,  by  Anatomifts  and  Phyficianss 
and  from  them  we  learn  no  more  than  that  it ' 
is  altogether  feparated  in  the  Liver,  and  thrown 
out  into  the  Duodenum^  fome  diflance  below 
the  Pylorus,  where  it  continually  drains  down 
into  the  Bow^els,  and  is  as  a  natural  Purge, 
from  its  know^i  and  obvious  Qualities,  both 
helping  to  divide  and  attenuate  the  Contents 
of  the  Bowels,  and  to  irritate  their  Motions 
downwards.  This  is  the  main  of  what  the 
W’ifefl  yet  pretend  to  know  of  this  matter,  and 
it  is  all  that  the  Nature  of  the  thing  feems 
capable  to  admit  of  Who  then  could  ever 
imagine  that  a  Perfon,  for  the  fake  of  making 
an  Hypothefis,  would  bring  it  from  its  natural 
Refidence,  and  place  it  in  the  Stomach,  to  do 
all  the  prepofterous  Feats  already  taken  no¬ 
tice  of? 

BUT  in  compliment  to  his  own  particu¬ 
lar  Turn  of  Thinking,  the  Dodor  is  pleafed  to 
fay  ,•  t  Perfons  of  the  finer ^  quicker^  and  more  de¬ 
licate  Conflimtion^  have  fome  Perception  of  thefe  Ope¬ 
rations  on  the  Brain  and  Senfes  ;  indeed  very  great 
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and  diJlinSiy  when  the  biliofe  PYinciplej  incveufed^ 
aBs  with  a  more  than  ordinary  Power,  As  to  thofe 
who  have  littUy  or  perhaps  no  fuch  Perception,  dif- 
tinElly,  if  they  pleafe  to  have  patience  till  Evidence 
can  be  produced  of  it  front  various  Methods  of  Proof ; 
and,  in  particular,  from  what  others  perceive  and 
chferve they  will,  I  hope,  in  due  time  have  fuller 
SatisfaElion  in  this  Affair.  Indeed  I  muft  own 
ray-felf  under  a  total  Abfence  of  all  this 
licacy  of  Conflitution,  and  without  any  Perception 
of  thefe  Operations  of  the  Brain,  and  Senfes  ; 
even  tho  the  biliofe  Principle  is  to  my  Cer¬ 
tainty  very  often  increafed.  And  the  worft 

is,  that,  according  to  the  Dodor^s  own  No¬ 
tion,  I  am  never  like  to  have  fuller  SatisfaElion 
in  this  Affair  :  becaufe  if  I  think  much  about 

it,  the  Bile  will  be  fo  much  diverted  from  the 
Office  of  Digeftion,  and  the  Stomach  be  at 
length  fo  deprived,  by  that  means,  of  its  due 
Supply  of  Bile  from  the  Aliments,  that  the 
Affair  of  Cogitation  may  quite  ceafe,  and  all  Per¬ 
ception  be  utterly  loft.  For  it’s  certainly  a 
Confequence  from  the  Dodor’s  Scheme,  that  a 
Man  may  think  himfelf  into  a  Blockhead,  and 
eat  himfelf  into  a  Wit :  for  as  thinking  much 
will  cut  off  the  Supply  and  Increafe  of  the 
Bile,  the  thinking  Principle  ;  fo  will  eating 
heartily,  and  thinking  not  at  all,  fo  increafe 
this  Principle,  that  a  Man  will  be  of  g  delicate 

Confth 
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ConflitutioYiy  have  Perceptions  of  Operations  on  the 
Brain,  and  all  that,  without  ftriving  for  it- 
So  that  Thinking,  ftridly  fpeaking,  is  not  an 
Adion  of  the  Mind,  but  a  Paffion  wdierein 
Bile  is  the  Agent  ,*  and  the  fhorteil:  way  to 
Knowledge,  and  to  make  Hypothefes,  is  not 
to  ftrive  and  think,  but  to  eat  for  it :  tho  in 
fuch  manner,  that  it  may  produce  a  well-con-- 
ftituted  Bile  ;  or  elfe  inftead  of  ufefal  Acquire¬ 
ments  we  may  learn  Atheifm,  Sedition,  and  I 
know  not  how  many  mifchievous  Tricks,  as 
we  fliall  fee  further.  A  fine  Syftem  indeed 
for  our  Univerfities  !  which  if  it  prevails,  muft 
render  Studying  the  moll  pernicious  thing  in 
the  world,  and  a  proper  Regimen  of  Diet  the 
only  Means  of  coming  to  that  Delicacy  of  Con* 
ftitution  which  gives  Perceptions  to  the  Brain^ 

1’  H  U  S  much  for  the  Bile,  as  it  aflifts  in 
the  Affair  of  Cogitation  ;  let’s  fee  what  the  Doc¬ 
tor  next  does  with  it :  f  "Bhe  Aliment,  the  Meat^ 
digefied,  and  diluted  with  Drinks  ufed,  puffing  out 
of  the  Stomach,  by  the  Pylorus,  into  the  Gut  Duo* 
denum,  hefides  what  it  carries  out  along  with  it^ 
takes  up  more  of  the  hiliofe  fuice,  difcharged  in 
by  the  DuEi  from  the  Liver,  there  in  the  way  on  pur* 
pofe.  T^his  continues  more  to  heat,  diffolve,  and  aB 
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upon  the  Aliment.  Here  the  Doftor  is  pleafed  to 
allow  another  natural  Refidence  for  the  Bile, 
from  the  Liver ^  in  the  vjay  on  purpofe  ^  and  I  am 
very  glad  to  find  he  will  vouchfafe  to  think  in 
any  refped  like  other  Men  :  yet  after  this  Con- 
defcenfipn,  he  refumes  himfelf,  and  goes  on ; 
t  Being  moved,  flill  on,  along  the  Guts,  hy  their 
feriftaltick  ABion,  the  finer  and  thinner  -[art  of  it^ 
hy  means  of  the  (light  Oppojition  and  Stops,  made  in 
the  Guts  by  the  Steams  and  Matus  arifing  from  the 
ConfliBs  of  the  hiliofe  Salts,  is  turned  crofs-ways 
thorow  the  LaEleal  Vejfels,  and  the  Tfhoraclck  DuB, 
into  the  Blood ;  and  fo  circulated  with  it,  and  thrown 
about  the  Body-  Now  the  Stops  made  in  the 
Guts  by  the  Steams  of  the  bilious  Salts,  is  a 
Redundance  of  Employment  very  needlefiy  al¬ 
lotted  them,  becaufe  the  Make  and  natural 
Situation  of  the  Guts  unavoidably  furnifh  them 
with  fuch  Stops.  The  Dodor  is  fo  fond  of 
his  Bile,  that  he  not  only  employs  it  to  do 
many  things  in  his  Hypothefis,  for  which  he 
really  ftands  in  need  of  its  help,  but  afligns 
to  it  w'hat  is  manifeflly  from  other  Caufes: 
Any  other  Perfon  that  looks  into  a  Body^  would 
as  foon  aflign  the  Convolutions  and  Stops  in 
the  Guts  to  a  Shower  of  Rain,  or  a  Knock  in 
the  Cradle,  as  to  the  Bile  :  but  the  real  Caufe 
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is  fo  obvious,  that  no  one  can  overlook  it,  th^t 
has  not  an  Hypothefis  to  fupport.  If  the  Bile 
was  the  EfEcient  herein,  the  Removal  of  that 
would  let  the  Guts  unfold  and  become  flrait : 
but  every  one  knows  this  to  be  impoffible  in  a 
natural  State ;  and  therefore  that  to  infill;  upon 
this  as  the  Caufe,  is  abfurd  and  ridiculous.  If 
the  Dodor  means  any  Stops  befides  what  are 
thus  naturally  and  inevitably  in  them,  he  fhould 
have  been  fo  particular  as  to  have  faid  fo ;  but 
for  the  Purpofes  of  the  OEconomy,  and  to 
ftrain  the  Chyle  through  the  Ladeals,  the  na-» 
rural  Convolutions  and  Stops  are  known  to  be 
fufiicient. 

BUT  if  the  Dodor  is  not  duly  acquainted 
how  this  Contrivance-  is  order '’d  naturally,  or 
does  not  think  that  fuch  Caufes  are  equal  to  the 
Effed,  he  lies  under  the  fame  difficulty  here,  in 
blowing  up  the  Intefiines  into  Inequalities  by 
the  help  of  his  Bile,  as  he  was  before,  in  huf^ 
fing  up  the  Stomach  with  it  ,*  becaufe  they  are 
continually  under  the  Influences  of  much  more 
powerful  Caufes,  than  the  Expanfion  of  a  col- 
luEluating  Fluid  can  be  imagined  to  be.  Be¬ 
fides,  the  natural  Vent  there  is  for  any  Vapour 
or  Flatus  either  in  the  Stomach  or  Bowels, 
would  not  fuffer  fuch  Efleds  as  here  affign’d 
to  arife  from  them,  becaufc  they  would  always 

be 
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be  breaking  away  upwards  or  downwards ;  fo 
that  this  huffing  coUuEiuating  Principle  would 
alfo  furnifti  us  with  a  great  deal  of  Mufick  too, 
as  well  as  Perceptions  on  the  Brainy  and  other  De¬ 
licacies  of  Conffitution,  Crofs-waySy  through  the 
LaElealsy  and  the  Phoracick  DuEly  are  very  auk- 
ward  ExprelTions,  and  no  ways  futable  to  the 
thing  to  be  fignify’d ;  as  does  alfo  being  thrown 
about  the  Body  very  ill  agree  with  any  juft  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  Blood’s  Circulation :  but 
whether  fuch  Uncouthnefs  is  from  Ignorance 
or  Affedation,  I  ftiall  not  undertake  to  deter¬ 
mine.  t  Gradually  furmounting  and  defcendingy  is 
likewife  of  the  fame  Turn,  and  gives  one  as 
good  a  Notion  of  the  natural  Motions  of  the 
Bowels,  and  their  Contents,  thro  them,  as  In- 
confiftency  and  Contradidion  is  capable  of. 

THE  next  Advance  of  the  Dodor  is  ftu- 
pendous  :  In  Sleep  the  Pylorus  being  near  clofedy  the 
Communication  between  the  Stomach  and  Bowels  by 
that  means  in  great  meafure  intercepted,  and  the 
Defcent  of  both  the  Aliment  and  the  biliofe  fuice, 
the  Principle  and  Inflrument  oj  Animal  AEiion,  and 
of  Senfation,  being  impeded  for  the  time,  much  of 
the  AEiion  in  the  Frame  is,  of  courfe,  remitted,  and 
fufpended,  Senfation  is  fo  likewife  :  and  the  Organs 

come 
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come  to  a  greater  Quiets  Eafe^  and  ReR-  The 
Clofiire  of  the  Pylorus  in  Sleep,  is  a  matter 
alUimed  only  to  ferve  a  Turn,  and  isfo  far  from 
agreeing  with  the  natural  Mechanifin  of  the 
Parts,  as  to  be  contradidory  thereunto.  We 
are  taught  by  Anatomy,  that  the  Pylorus  is 
girt  with  a  kind  of  SphiiK^er  ;  and  it  is  well 
known  that  Parts  fo  conftituted  arc  in  a  relaxed 
ftate  during  Sleep*  How  furprizing  then  is  it 
in  Dr.  Woodward  to  put  it  into  a  very  oppofite 
State,  not  only  without  afligning  any  thing 
like  a  Reafcn  for  it,  but  even  contrary  to  Rea- 
fon  and  Nature  ! 

BUT  here  is  an  End  in  this  Contrivance, 
to  intercept  the  Communication  between  the  Stomach 
and  Bloody  becaufe  impeding  the  Defcent  of  the 
biliofe  fuicey  fufpends  Animal  Action  and  Senfation^ 
But  how  does  this  agree  with  wliat  the  Doc¬ 
tor  aflured  us  of  beiore,  that  the  Bile  huffing  up 
the  Stomachy  prejjed  upon  the  great  Artery y  and  by 
its  Modulation  affifted  in  the  Affair  of  Cogitation  ; 
and  now  again  fliutting  it  up  in  the  Stomach* 
fiifpends  Animal  Attion  and  Sen  fat  ion  f  The  Doc¬ 
tor  may  plead  his  Right  to  Hypothefis-making 
as  much  as  he  pleafes  ,*  but  to  lead  People  into 
fuch  a  Maze  and  Wildernefs  of  Contradidtioii 
as  this  is,  and  make  it  necefi'ary  to  be  anfwer’d 
to,  does  not  at  all  comport  with  that  Regard 
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he  I  expreffes  for  his  Country,  and  the  Good 
of  liis  Fellow-Creatures,  in  fome  parts  of  this 
fingular  Performance.  It’s  an  irkfome  Office, 
and  fuch  Demands  ought  to  be  difcouraged, 
for  the  publick  Eafe.  It  was  troublefome  e- 
nough  to  examine  all  the  Dodtor  s  Pretenfions 
about  what  the  Bile  did  in  the  Stomach ;  and 
we  find  a  great  many  things  afcribed  to  it, 
nay  the  moft  important  in  the  OEconomy, 
which  were  thought  impoffible  for  it  to  effedt: 
but  now  the  Dodlor  has  fhut  it  up  there  fall, 
that  the  ABion  of  the  Frame  may  be  fufpended, 
and  all  thofe  fine  things  Hand  llilh 

HOWEVER,  all  that  part  of  what  the 
Bile  does  in  the  Stomach,  lliall  be  laid  by  as  a 
Millake  and  an  Inconfiftency,  and  we  will  be- 
«in  again,  with  that  which  efcapes  into  the 

Bleed." 

T  H  E  Bile  then  being  fhut  up  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach  during  Sleep,  11  the  Organs  and  Parts  have 
an  opportunity  of  jeMng  and  detaching,  out  of  the 
common  Stock,  fuch  Corpufcles  asferve  peculiarly  for 
the  Stifientation  and  Nourifiment  of  each  ;  thts  im¬ 
portant  Work  being  carry' d  on  chiefly  in  Sleep.  Juft 
before,  by  the  very  fame  means,  it  was  told. 


+  Pjge  52. 


J1  Page  7. 


the 


Dr.  Wciodward’j-  State  of  Dhyfick^.  3  5- 

the  Organs  were  got  to  Eafe  and  Reft-,  but  now 
it  feeiiis  that  Eafe  and  Ref}  was  only  for  a  better 
Opportunity  of  feizing,  &c.  but  it  may  bfe  be*^ 
lieved  that  this  Contradidion  is  mere  in  the 
Manner  of  Expreffion,  than  in  the  Under- 
ftanding,  and  that  by  feizing,  &c.  the  Dodtor 
means  only  receiving  fiich  Gorpufcles  yet  this 
is  a  Privilege  allow’d  but  to  few,  and  the  Doc¬ 
tor,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  receive  it  as  a  Fa¬ 
vour,-  in  having  the  particular  Liberty  granted 
him  of  confounding  Patients  with  Agents,  ot 
Agents  with  Patients,  as  much  as  he  pleafes  ; 
fo  that  the  Reader  can  but  guefs  at  a  Meaning 
that  comports  with  Truth.  The  Glandules 
taking  forth  Matter  from  the  Blood  fubfervient  to 
various  Ufes  and  Ends,  fhall  alfo  be  placed  to 

the  fame  account,  becaufe  there  is  fbmethino- 
• 

intelligible  aim’d  at,  tho  abfurdly  exprefs’da 

THE  Do^ior’s  f  Account  of  Secretion  dif^ 
fers  not  greatly  from  the  common  Opinions,  if 
told  in  the  plain  way  of  fpeaking ;  but  the 
Bile  again  furprizes  us  :  The  nutritious  Jelly,  at’- 
tended  with  the  various  Salts,  above  recited,  from 

the  Stomach- - -quitting  its  pale  tranfparent  Hue, 

becomes  of  a  red  Colour,  paler  or  deeper,  upwards 
almofl  to  black,  anfwerably  to  the  greater  or  leffer 
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Qimntity,  and  to  the  different  Prof  onion  of  the  [eve- 
ralkinda  of  thofe  Salts.  Now  how  a  red  Colour 
fhould  refult  from  a  Mixture  of  Salts  that  were 
none  of  them  of  that  colour  in  a  ftate  of  Se¬ 
paration,  is  hard  to  conceive,  and  altogether 
new*  It  has  been  conjedured,  and  fuch  Con- 
jediires  have  been  fupported  by  great  Proba¬ 
bility,  how  that  part  of  mix^  Bodies  call’d 
Sulfhur,  by  its  various  Modifications,  and  the 
different  Manners  of  its  being  aded  upon, 
puts  on  different  Colours,  and  in  many  Inftan- 
ces  becomes  red  ,•  but  it  never  yet  feems  to 
have  enter’d  into  the  Thoughts  of  any  Perfon 
belides  Dr.  Woodward^  that  the  Principle  call’d 
Salt  had  any  ffiare  in  fuch  Changes  :  and  who¬ 
ever  confiders  this  matter,  with  due  regard  to 
the  natural  Properties  and  fenfible  Qualities  of 
thefe  Bodies,  wall  hardly  be  ever  brought  to 
conceive  how  a  Salt  can  do  this.  However, 
this  is  not  a  Matter  of  any  great  moment  to 
Pradice,  for  the  Advantage  and  Improvement 
of  which  every  Inquiry  of  this  kind  ought  to 
concur,  and  principally  be  aimed  :  Tho  in  a 
Matter  of  mere  Speculation  one  would  rather 
go  into  a  received  and  well-grounded  Opinion, 
than  a  mere  Novelty,  and  an  Hypothefis.  So 
that  the  ordinary  w^ay  of  accounting  for  the 
red  Colour  of  the  Blood  from  the  knowm  Office 
of  the  Lungs,  is  like  to  continue,  notwith- 

ftanding 
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ftanding  this  extraordinary  Difcovery  of 
Dr.  Woodward.  The  Colour  of  the  Skin  likc- 
Avife  fliall  be  pafs'd  by^  as  a  matter  of  no  great 
concern. 

BUT  next  follows  fomething  of  confe- 
quence  :  By  the  ColluEiatlons  of  tho  fe  Salts ^  and 
the  Efferuefcence  confequent  thereunto^  continued 
in  the  Blood ;  this  and  the  Parts  of  the  Body^  as  it 
paffes  through  them,  are  kept  conflantly  to  a  due 
Heat.  This  is  again  intirely  the  Dodor^s  own, 
for  it  is  repugnant  to  the  Notions  of  all  other 
Men,  who  have  wrote  upon  this  Head,  unlefs 
fome  chymical  Hypothefes-Makers,  who  knew 
nothing  of  the  Mechanifm  of  a  human  Body, 
and  made  their  Elaboratories  and  Furnaces  the 
Standards  of  Nature,  and  who  have  been  long 
fince  exploded.  If  Dr.  Woodward  underflood 
the  Laws  of  Circulation,  and  what  Motions 
the  Parts  of  the  Fluid  are  capable  of  in  fuch 
a  Circumflance,  he  would  have  known  that 
there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  therein  as  Colluda- 
tions,  Effervefcencies,  and  the  like  ,*  becaufe 
fuch  Motions  arife  from  phyfical  and  fenlible 
Qiialities,  which  they  are  not  capable  of  being 
determined  by  in  a  flate  of  Circulation,  fo 
fwift  as  is  that  of  the  Blood.  Let  the  Doctor 
but  read  what  Dr.  Pitcairne,  and  many  others, 
have  faid  upon  this  Head,  and  then  make  CoP 
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luBations  of  SaltSy  and  a  circulating  Blood)  eonfift 
together,  if  he  can. 

'  FROM  the  fame  Great  Man  maj^  the 
Dodor  alfo  learn  other  Caufes  of  this  Effed, 
much  more  confonant  to  Reafon  and  Expe¬ 
rience,  than  thefe  hypothetical  imaginary  Salts. 
He  may  be  taught  from  him,  that  the  Heat  of 
the  Blood  is  from  its  Circulation;  and  that 
therefore  it  is  always  in  proportion  to  its 
Quantity,  Celerity,  and  Diftances  from  the 
Heart.  But  a  Heat  from  the  Colludations  and 
Effervefcencies  of  Salts  will  notanfwer ;  for  this 
Caufe  would  be  mofl  intenfe  where  the  Blood 
has  the  leafl:  Motion,  becaufe  they  are  then  at 
liberty  mofl:  to  obey  thofe  Properties  by  which 
they  fall  into  fiich  Motions ;  and  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  where  the  Blood  has  the  greatefl  Mo¬ 
tion  :  both  which  every  one’s  Experience  con- 
tradids  ;  infomuch  that  the  mofl  Ignorant 
know,  that  where  the  Blood  moves  fafleft,  there 
is  the  greateft  Heat,  and  where  flowefl,  the 
leaft.  Befides,  if  the  Dodor’s  Principle  was 
true,  the  Blood  drawn  out  into  a  ftagnant  Vef- 
fel,  would  continue  its  Warmth  the  rather  for 
that  reafon,  becaufe  the  Salts  would  not  be 
hinder’d,  by  any  other  Caufe,  from  fretting  thus, 
and  heating  together  ;  vvhercas  it  grows  quite 
cold,  as  foon  as  any  other  Fluid  of  equal  Ccn- 
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fiftenccj  that  has  none  of  thefe  Saits  in  it. 
The  Do(5tor  has  here  therefore  been  fo  unhap¬ 
py,  as  not  only  to  affign  a  wrong,  and  an  in- 
fufficieiit,  Caufe  of  this  Efied,  for  the  fake  of 
fiipporting  his  bilious  Syllem,  but  alfo  difco- 
ver’d  at  the  fame  time  a  furprizing  Unacquain¬ 
tance  with  the  true  Springs  of  Adion  in  the 
OEcorLomy  ;  in  a  Cafe  too  that  is  fo  plain  and 
obvious,  as  to  be  capable  of  Demonflratioa 
almoft  to  the  meaneft  Capacities. 

THESE  Salts,  he  further  fays,  by  their  Agi- 
tatioTiy  and  the  Flatus  and  Steam  that  here  alfo  attends ^ 
the  Chyle y  introduced  and  turned  into  the  B loo d-JAeffels^ 
is  frothed  up  into  the  form,,  of  Bubbles y  or,  as  they 
have  been  ufually  calTdy  Globules^  Here  the  Doc¬ 
tor  is  himfelf  aware  of  the  Infufficiency  of  his 
Agent,  and  therefore  calls  in  a  Flatus  or  Steam; 
but  how  this  Flatus  or  Steam  arifes,  we  have 
no  Inftrudtions,  but  from  the  Colludtations  and 
Ccnflifts  of  the  Salts  :  yet  thus  it  ought  to 
have  been  particularly  explain’d,  for  every  one 
cannot  conceive  how  the  Colludations  of  rigid 
Bodies,  fuch  as  are  thofe  of  Salts,  /liould  ftrikc 
off  any  Particles  that  are  elaftick,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  blow  up  a  vifcid  Fluid  into  Froth. 
Thefe  Globules  in  the  Blood  arc  certaiidy  a 
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thin  Shells  or  Coverings,  containing  fomething 
that  is  capable  of  CompreiTion  and  Reftitiition, 
becaufe  we  know  that  in  the  Capillary  VeiTels 
they  recede  by  the  CompreiTion  of  the  PaT’age, 
from  their  Sphericity,  and  become  Spheroides, 
or  of  oblong  Figures  ,•  and  that  as  foon  as  they 
are  again  got  into  more  open  room,  they  refume 
an  exad  Sphericity  :  is  it  poiTble  then  that  the 
Contents  of  fuch  Globules  can  be  any  Parts  of 
rigid  Bodies,  fuch  as  Salts  ?  This  Flatus  or 
Steamy  the  Doftor  fpeaks  of,  mu  ft  be  from 
fome  Particles  of  the  Salts  themfelves,  broke 
oft'  in  their  Confli<fts,  or  fome  Parts  of  the 
Chyle  capable  of  being  raifed  into  an  elaftick 
Steam  ;  but  we  know  of  no  fuch  Parts  in  the 
Chyle,  unlefs  wFat  comes  from  any  Mixture  of 
Air  therewith  :  but  if  fo,  what  occaficn  is 
there  for  the  Novelty  of  thefe  Salts  in  this 
Affair  ?  The  fpringy  Particles  of  Air  fo  cir- 
cumftanced,  W'ould  without  any  help  from  fuch 
imaginary  Aids,  by  their  known  and  natural 
Properties,  form  fuch  Globules,  And  this  is 
what  many  Learned  Men  have  long  ago  de-^ 
mcnftrated.  'Lhis  ConfuTon  then  of  the  words 
Frothy  Bubbles y  and  Globules y  as  fignifying  the 
time  thing,  is  to  be  placed  altogether  to  the 
Dodor'^s  Unacquaintance  in  this  matter;  for 
all  other  Perfons  knpwq  that  the  Globules  in 
the  Blood  do  really  conftitute  its  red  Part,  and 
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bear  fo  little  likenefs  to  Froth,  that  their  Ex- 
iftence  has  no  dependence  upon  fuch  a  Circum- 
ftance,  for  they  are  neceffarily  in  the  Blood  at 
all  times,  without  any  meahs  ufed  to  froth  it 
up.  Whatfoever  fine  things  therefore  the  Doc_ 
tor  may  hereafter  think  fit  to  do  with  thele 
Globules  in  the  OEconomy,  it  mull  be  all 
allow  d  fallacious,  becaule  he  is  wrong  in  their 
very  Production.  After  this  manner  indeed  I 
cannot  lee  what  may  not  be  brought  about  by 
thefe  Salts,  that  the  Dodor  finds  for  his  pur- 
pofe  to  employ  them  in. 

THE  Dodor  fays,  thefe  Globules  *  ex¬ 
panded,  and  in  turns  contraEled,  in  the  Blood-Veffels 
of  the  Mufdes,  are  the  Inflruments  of  Mufcular 
Adion.  What  ufe  indeed  fome  Perfons  have 
made  of  thele  Globules  in  explaining  Afulcular 
Motion,  cannot  be  a  Secret  to  any  who  are 
converfant  with  fuch  Studies  ,  but  certain  it 
is,  that  Dr.  Woodward  can  have  no  right  Per¬ 
ceptions  of  this  matter,  becaufe  he  is  fo  grie- 
yoully  out  in  the  Formation  of  them.  And 
his  great  Miftake  in  this  Cafe  will  further  ap¬ 
pear,  by  what  he  goes  on  to  fay  :  f  One  Inflame 
of  the  Greatnefs  of  their  expanfive  Power  -we  have 
in  Blood  j„fl  let  out  of  the  Vein  into  a  Receiver ; 


*  Pa^e  10 


t  Ibid. 


4  z  Examination  of 

out  of  zvhich  the  Air  being  ey:haufled,  and  fo  the  ex-* 
terior  Preffure  taken  off,  thefe  Bubbles,  of  very  fmall, 
inftantly  fuelling  and  growing  bigger,  become  incre¬ 
dibly  large :  and  indeed  the  greatefl  fart,  if  not  the 
•whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  rifes  up  into  fuch.  For  all 
this  is  true  only  of  the  elaftick  Particles  of  Air 
which  lie  wrapped  up  in  the  Blood,  and  open 
on  the  removal  of  the  Power  that  compreffed 
them,  'Viz,,  the  Weight  of  external  Air  ,*  and 
this  is  the -Opinion  and  Language  of  ail  who 
have  difcourfed  hereupon  :  but  no  body  from 
hence  can  have  any  Notions  about  a  bilious 
Salt,  or  imagine  that  fuch  a  Caufe  could  have 
any  influence  over  thefe  Effeds.  And  this 
amazing  way  does  the  Dodor  often  take,  to 
explain  Matters,  by_*the  intercourfe  of  Prin¬ 
ciples  or  Agents,  that  are  by  no  means  wanted; 
which  lliews  either  an  intire  Unacquaintance 
with-  what  has  been  taught  upon  fuch  Heads, 
or  a  ftrange  Inclination  to  differ  from  all  Man¬ 
kind,  and  fubftitute  ‘  in  the  room  of  received 
and  well-examined  Opinions,  Conceits  and 
Gueffes  of  his  own,  The  Learned  would  af¬ 
ter  this  rate  have  a  flue  Task  upon  their  hands, 
were  they  obliged  to  be  thus  called  off  from 
known  and  well-eflabliflied  Truths,  to  give 
attention  to  every  new  Figment,  as  often  as 
any  one  has  a  Paflion  to  become  confiderable 
by  Peculiarities  and  Contradidion.  All  who 
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have  it  generoufly  at  heart  to  promote  iifefiil 
Knowledge,  before  they  make  Eflays  in  any 
particular  Point,  fhew  that  they  have  examined 
what  was  before  extant  thereupon,  and  after 
fome  Reafons  for  their Diflatisfadion  therewith. 
Put  Dr.  has  adted  very  difterently  in 

this  Inftance  j  he  has  overlooked  a  great  deal 
faid  by  others  upon  the  fame  Subjedt,  and  put 
off  a  Conjedliire  of  his  own,  with  the  Air  and 
Afl'i  irance  of  a  Syflem  of  Knowledge. 

BUT  the  Doflor  goes  on  :  f  T’he  Globules 
of  the  Bloody  with  the  Aura  or  Vapour  arijlng  from 
the  reciprocal  ConfliBs  of  the  hiliofe  Salts ^  ferve 
placidly  to  diftend  the  Blood^Veffels  in  all  parts ^  and 
to  render  thefe  capable  of  Feelingy  and  Perception  of 
exterior  ObjeBsy  &c.  Now  it  is  very  well 
known,  that  the  leafl  Alteration  in  the  Diften- 
lion  of  the  Blood-Veflels  is  of  very  great  con- 
fequence  ,•  can  any  one  then  imagine,  that  the 
wife  Author  of  Nature  fhould  put  a  matter  of 
fuch  moment  .upon  the  moil  precarious  foot 
imaginable  ?  And  nothing  can  be  more  pre¬ 
carious  than  the  Jrlahtus  or  Vapour  arifing  from 
the  ConRids  of  fermenting  Bodies  ;  as  is  well 
known  to  all  who  have  but  Rightly  been  in¬ 
formed  in  fuch  matters.  Befides,  it  has  been 
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already  fliew’d,  that  fuch  Conflids  arife  from 
Caufes,  that  are  inconfiftent  with  their  Agen¬ 
cy  in  a  circulating  Fluid. 

BUT  let  us  attend  the  winding  up  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  Syftem,  called,  yla  Idea  of  the  ISla 
ture  of  Man.  All  things  being  in  due  flight ,  and 
thus  harmonioufly  concurring:,  comfofe  fuch  a  Me- 
chanifm  of  the  Frame,  and  produce  fuch  an  Opera¬ 
tion,  as  animates  and  enlivens  it,  &c.  fo  long  as  it 
does  that,  it  is  in  a  good  State  of  Health.  Here 
we  have  Mechanifm  ufed  with  as  much  Im¬ 
propriety,  as  has  been  before  ihewed  in  the 
word  Hypothefls  j  for  it  is  capable  of  no  other 
fignification,  than  a  Syflem  of  Matter  put 
together,  and  operating  by  thofe  Laws  of  Mo¬ 
tion  which  are  taught  in  Mechanicks,  and  are 
deduced  from  the  fenfible  and  known  Qua¬ 
lities  of  Bodies :  but  it  appears  by  an  Exa¬ 
mination  of  this  Syflem,  that  there  is  no 
mention  therein  of  the  manifeft  and  fenfi¬ 
ble  Qualities  of  the  Bodies,  concerning 
which  it  treats  ;  nor  is  there  the  leafl  Hint 
of  any  Law  by  which  thofe  Bodies  are  go¬ 
verned  in  their  Motions  ^  but  quite  on  the 
contrary,  the  Qualities  of  every  thing  are 
imagined  only  and  fuppofed,  and  material  A- 
gents  are  put  upon  Offices,  direftly  contrary  to, 

and  iiiconfiflent  with,  the  known  Laws,  by 
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'which  fuch  Agents  are  by  the  Author  of  their 
Exiftence  bound  to  ad.  And  yettheDodor  has 
the  Weaknefs  further  to  add  ,•  They  ivbo  have  Ca” 
facity  rightly  to  eomfrehend  fuch  a  Syflem^  and  the 
mnpleat  Conflitution  of  fuch  a  Machine^  mufl  readily 
allow  it  a  Work  truly  worthy  of  the  great  and  wife 
Author  and  Framer  of  it*  It  will  be  readily  al¬ 
lowed,  that  Syflem,  and  that  Machincy  which 
Dr.  Woodward  has  here  made,  is  w^orthy  of  the 
Author  and  Framer  of  it  ,*  but  that  Syftem  and 
.  Machine,  which  every  Man  in  reality  carries 
about  with  him,  is  quite  another  thing,  and 
knowable  by  a  very  different  Application  of  the 
rational  Faculties,  and  a  very  different  Means 
of  Evidence  from  what  is  here  ufed.  For  the 
clearer  Illuflration  of  wdiich,before  w^e  leave  this 
Head,  let  us  take  a  fhort  Review  of  the  Doc¬ 
tor’s  main  Principle,  and  compare  it  with  that 
which  other  Phyficians  found  their  Reafonings 
upon. 

THIS  Syftem  is  fupported  by  this  grand 
Propofition,  That  Biky  or  a  bilious  fuicey  is  the 
Principle  aud  Inflrument  of  animal  Aclion  and 
Senfation*  Others  fay,  that  certain  Requijites  to 
preferve  the  Fibres  in  a  State  of  Elafiicityy  or  an 
Elajiick  FibrOy  are  the  Caufe  of  the  fame-.  The 
Dodor  manages  his  bilious  Juice  arbitrarily, 
without  any  regard  to  thofe  Qiialities  that  are 

the 
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the  natural  Refult  of  its  mechanical  Affec¬ 
tions,  Figure,  Motion,  Others  argue  from 
the  known  and  demonftrable  Properties  of  ad 
daftick  Body,  and  confider  all  Motions  in  the 
animal  OEconomy,  by  the  fame  Laws  as  hold 
good  in  all  ordinary  Syftems  of  Matter.  The 
Dodor  frequently  draws  Conclufions,  incon’- 
iiftent  with,  and  contradidory  to  the  natural 
Powers  of  his  Inftruments,*  but  others  UQvet 
conclude  againft  the  received  Laws  of  a  mate¬ 
rial  Agencyi  The  Dodor’s  is  therefore '  ar¬ 
bitrary,  inconfiftent,  and  abfurd  ,*  the  Syfiem 
of  the  others  natural,  reafonable,  and  truly 
mechanical. 

THE  Liberty  of  framing  an  Hypothefis,  is 
what  the  Dodor  has  afferted  his  Right  to  w' ith 
fome  Warmth,  as  was  before  taken  notices 
and  no  one  will  pretend,  as  I  know  of,  to  a- 
bridgehimof  it,  but  every  one  that  ufes  his 
Underftanding,  will  judge  whether  he  makes 
right  Deductions  from  that  Hypothefis.  He 
may  fuppofe  wEatfoever  he  pleafes  about  the 
Bile,  or  any  other  Humour  in  the  Body,  that 
is  not  repugnant  to  Nature,  and  the  Laws  of 
Motion  ;  but  when  in  wantonnefs  of  Fancy  he 
tranfgreffes  thofe  Bounds,  all  Mankind  have 
an  equal  right  to  contradid  him,  and  fiiew  his 
Abfurdities,  without  deferving  to  be  thought 
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invidious,  and  jealous  of  his  Merit.  Having 
ufed  therefore  this  Freedom  with  his  Idea  of  the 
Nature  of  Man  in  Healthy  let  it  alfo  be  exa¬ 
mined  what  ufe  he  makes  of  the  fame  Princi¬ 
ples,  in  giving  fnch  an  Account  of  Difeafesy  as 
may  fupport  a  very  fingular  Pradice. 

IN  the  beginning  of  this  Part,  the  Doftor 
recites  feveral  ways  by  which  the  bilious 
Salts  may  be  changed  from  their  natural  State ; 
and  in  that  Condition  makes  them  the  Caufes 
of  various  Difeafes,  in  the  fame  irrational  and 
immechanical  manner,  as  he  before  ufed  them 
in  carrying  on  the  natural  Fundions  :  For 
w^hich  reafon  the  Reader  fhall  not  be  trou¬ 
bled,  unlefs  w^ith  the  moil  uncommon  and  fur- 
prizing  Strokes  of  Reafoning  on  this  Head, 

W  E  are  told  j,  Idhe  Body  is  affeBedy  and  the 
Organs  perform^  jufl  as  the  Inflruments  that  voork  on 
them  happen  to  he  difpofed,  and  to  aB.  Now  this 
is  fill  carrying  the  Mind  off  from  that  Mecha- 
nifm,  whereby  the  Body  comes  to  be  a  Syflem 
of  Motion  within  it  felf,  to  a  foreign  imagi¬ 
nary  Agency,  that  confifls  no  w^here  but  in 
Hypothefis.  The  Body  is  certainly  affected 


and 


f  Pag,  15, 


48  An  Examination  of 

and  altered  by  external  Caufes,  and  that  in  va¬ 
rious  Manners  ;  but  when  a  Perfon  undertakes 
to  talk  about  It  as  a  Syflem,  or  a  Piece  of  Me- 
chanifm,  whereby  its  particular  Conftruauro 
gives  it  fuch  certain  Difpofitions,  every  thing 
foreign  thereunto  ought  to  be  rejefted.  But 
the  Aeents  the  Doftor  here  introduces  are 
Cafualties  of  this  Syftem,  even  the  bilious 
Salts  !  I  cannot  think  it  a  Departure  from  fe- 
rioujlj  examining  this  Scheme,  if  I  fhould  at¬ 
tempt  a  parallel  Hypothefis,  to  account  for  all 
the  Motions  in  the  greater  World  from  the 
Smoke  of  a  Chimney,  or  any  fuch  like  Halim^ 
Steam,  or  Vapour,  There  may  be  a  thoufand  In- 
ftances,  wherein  this  may  be  made  as  adequate 
a  Caufe  to  the  Effed,  as  the  Dodor’s  Bile  is  to 
what  he  afcribes  to  its  Agency.  Where  any 
one  fpeaks  of  Organs,  and  Mechanism,  and  Frame, 
one  would  exped  fomewhat  really  mechanical, 
and  to  fee  a  Fitnefs  and  Neceffity  between 
Caufes  and  Effeds,  from  the  natural  Conftruc- 
ture  of  the  Inftruments  of  Motion  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  I  but  here  the  Dodor  makes  the  Inflru- 
ments  and  Principles  of  Adion,  Parts  that  are 
capable  only  of  being  moved  by  other  Caufes, 
and  fuch  Caufes  too  as  have  been  {hew  n  im- 
pofTible  to  take  place  in  a  living  Body,  as  they 
tend  only  to  Fermentation  and  Corruption. 
We  have  not  here,  in  this  whole  Syflem,  one 
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Hint  concerning  the  Shape,  Conhmdure,  and 
mechanick  Force  of  any  orgamcal  Part,*  bu^ 
only  a  mention  of  Organ  and  Frame  in  the  grofs, 

I  and  a  great  deal  about  a  foreign  imaginary 
I  Power  to  fet  the  whole  at  work  i  fo  that  here-^ 

i 

by  the  Dodor  has  it  in  his  liberty  to  ufe  thefd 
Inftruments  as  he  pleafes. 

PU  R  S  U  AN  T  to  this,  he  goes  oh  to  fay^ 

*The  Salts  are  fometimes  fo  vitiated y  and  fo  exube^ 
rafity  as  to  get  the  Dominion  over  the  Patient y  put 
him  out  of  his  own  power y  and  fubjeEl  him  intir^y 
to  their  Govermnent  and  Infults  Unhappy 
Man  !  to  be  fo  organized,  and  fo  framed,  to 
lie  at  the  mercy  of  fuch  powerful,  fuch  formH 
dable  Enemies  !  What  avails  it  to  have  a  fe\¥ 
placid  benign  Intervals,  and  kindly  grateful  Sen- 
fat  ions  in  all  the  Parts  t,  when  the  leaft  Error  in 
living  lays  us  open  to  fuch  Ravage,  Depreda-- 
tion,  and  Infults,  from  the  fame  Gaufes  ?  But  it 
would  have  been  a  great  Satisfaeiion  here,  if 
by  vitiated  and  exuberant,  the  Dodtor  had  con^ 
veyed  fome  more  diftiiidl  meaning ;  for  they 
give  only  a  confufed  Notion  of  fomething  not 
right,  and  are  fo  imperfedt  as  to  any  mechani¬ 
cal  Property^  as  to  leave  us  at  a  lofs  what 
kind  of  Change  this  is,  or  how  to  judge  of  the 
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Power  they  have  over  us  hereby.  We  have 
beeii  ufed  to  fuch  a  way  of  fpeaking  in  thefe 
matters  by  other  Phyficians  of  late,  as  continues 
the  Mind  in  fome  meafure  of  Certainty  how 
fuch  Alterations  are  made  ;  whether  in  an  In- 
creafe  or  Diminution  of  fpecifick  Gravity,  in  a 
greater  or  lefl'er  Degree  of  Cohefion,  and  the 
neceifary  Concomitants  of  fuch  Changes  t  but 
faying  any  Portion  of  Matter  is  vitiated  and 
exuberant^  will  now-a-day$  pafs  for  nothing,  be- 
caufeno  diftind  Meaning  is  conveyed  thereby. 
After  this  vague  manner  therefore  the  Dodor 
may  give  his  Salts  what  Dominion  he  pleafes, 
without  its  being  worth  any  one’s  while  todif- 
pute  it  with  him  \  but  to  make  fuch  Caufes  put 
a  Man  out  of  his  own  power ^  entirely  fuhjeEl  him  to 
their  Government  *,  and  vary  the  Paflions  from, 
one  Extreme  to  another,  is  fuch  a  Tranfgref- 
fion  upon  common  Senfe,  as  cannot  eafily  be 
forgiven. 

AND  yet  we  are  further  told  f,  that  they 
obtrude  Suppoftions^  Thoughts^  and  Suggeflions^  not 
only  without  the  Concurrence ^  hut  direElly  contrary  to 
the  M'^iU  of  the  Perfon.  So  that  we  have  in  Man 
not  only  a  Frame^  Organs,  Mechanifm,  a  IVill,  &c. 
but  alfo  a  hiliomSalt  that  can  regulate  or  deflroy 
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all ;  they  can  fet  the  Organs  at  work  right  or 
\vrong  ;  -they  can  give  Perception  to  the  Brainy  of 
make  a  Man  think  diuBty  contrary  to  his  TViUk 
The  Dodpr  WPujd  not  perhaps  take  it  well  to 
have  his  fine  HypQthpfis  made  a  Foundation  for 
the  Intei'pretation  of  J3rearns,  and  a  Mechanica} 
Xhmy  of  Nonfenfe ;  hut  it  feems  fp  ex^dly  cal¬ 
culated  for  fiich  ludicrops  Purpofes,  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  makp  any  other  ufe  of  it^ 

.  WHAl’  is  jufl  dropt  ^|ow,  That  *  (ts 
thofe  Seths  caufe  thefe  DifqrdevSy  fi^he  Rejnoval  of 
the  SaltSy  particularly  by  Vomit y  puh  an  end  to  the 
Diforders  ;  fhall  be  confider’d  when  we  come  to 
the  Doctor’s  Pradice,  for  which  this  Hypothe¬ 
cs  feems  to  be  made  on  purpofe. 

but  now  tve  come  to  fomething  th^t  has 
indeed  a  riiechanical  Afpe<5t :  t  ^he  Stomachy  by 

the  greayer  CoIIuElations  of  the  hiliofe  Salts y - 

being  more  inflated— — hears  up  the  Diaphragmy 
flraitens  the  Xhoraxy  and  by  that  means  confines  and 
incommodes  the  Lungs  and  Heart- — -7?^^  Heart  and 
LmgSy  to  fecure  the?nfelves  Freedom  of  ABiony 
make  continual  efforp-y  pujh  and  thrufl  out  the 
BreaHy  fmetimes  voith  fuch  a  force,  as  to  render  it 
finally  m9r^  thn  ufually  big  pnd  prominent ;  and 
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together  with  the  Prejfure  of  the  Stomachy  by  degrees 
fujh  out  the  Back,  fo  as  to  make  it  in  time  gibbous 
and  hump'd.  This  is  the  firft  Paflage  I  have 
yet  met  with,  where  the  Doctor’s  Expreffions 
are  reducible  to  any  Standard  ^  it  will  there¬ 
fore  be  of  fome  moment  clofely  to  attend  to 
his  Reafoning.  Throwing  out  then  all  need- 
lefs  Expletives,  I  take  the  Propofition  to  hand 
thus  :  fhe  Inflation  of  the  Stomach  from  the  Con- 
fliEls  of  biliofe  Salts,  fo  much  flraitens  the  Capacity 
of  the  f borax  by  pr effing  up  the  Diaphragm,  that 
the  Lungs  and  Heart,  for  want  of  fufficient  room, 
pufh  out  the  Bfeafl  prominent,  and  the  Back  gibbous, 

HERE  the  Deformity  of  the  Breaftisthe 
Effed,  and  the  Inflation  of  the  Stomach  the 
Caufe,  and  the  foie  Caufe ;  for  the  Diaphragm 
and  Heart  and  Lungs  are  only  intermediate 
Powers,  that  give  no  more  in  this  cafe  than 
they  receive  ;  and  the  fame  quantity  of  Mo¬ 
tion  and  Impulfe  W'hich  ufed  to  be  exerted  one 
way,  is  only  more  diverted  another,  without 
the  fuppofltion  of  any  Increafe :  fo  that  all 
the  Force  the  Heart  and  Lungs  exert  againfl: 
the  Breafl:  and  Back,  is  in  proportion  only  to 
the  Elevation  of  the  Diaphragm  into  the  Ca¬ 
vity  of  the  Thorax,  and  that  Elevation  is  de¬ 
termined  only  by  the  Inflation  of  the  Stomach ; 
that  is, 'what  is  more  than  natural  in  all  thefe 

Powers. 
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Powers.  To  make  a  right  Computation  there- 
fore  of  this  matter,  it  mufi:  be  confider’d  whe¬ 
ther  a  preternatural  .Inflation  of  the  Stomach 
from  the  Caufe  aflign’d,  is  fufficient  to  thrufl: 
out  the  Breafl:  and  Back  into  thefe  Deformities, 
for  that  is  the  foie  Agent ;  the  Increafe  of  Pref- 
fure  againft  thofe  Parts  being  altogether  from 
an  Increafe  of  Power  in  that,  becaufe  all  the 
intermediate  Powers  are  in  a  natural  State, 
and  communicate  no  more,  as  was  before  faid, 
than  they  receive, 

it 

AS  the  Matter  therefore  thus  fiands,  rnofl 
People  who  are  acquainted  with  Mechanifm 
and  Reafcning  in  fuch  Cafes,  would  have  com¬ 
puted  the  Quantity  of  Power  requifite  to  thrufl: 
out  the  Back  and  Breafl:  after  this  manner,  and 
whether  the  Caufe  afligned  could  anfwer  there¬ 
unto,  before  barely  afl'erting  it  to  do  fo.  But 
becaufe  the  Dodor  has  not  thought  meet  to  do 
this,  they  who  would  have  fatisfadion  herein 
wflll  confider  all  the  Obftacles  to  fuch  an 
Eifed;  as  the  joint  Force  of  all  the  Mufcles 
concern’d  therein,,  befides^the  natural  Strength 
of  the  Parts  themfelves,  from  their  natural 
Conformation ;  and  then  compare  it  with  the 
Power  afligned  to  conquer  them*  The  Dodor 
may  indeed  fay,  that  this  is  done  only  at  a 
tender  Age,  when  all  the  Mufcles  and  Parts 
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are  pliable  and  du(5tile ;  but  then  it  muft  be 
remeitibePd  too^^  his  Agents  are  then  in  pro*^ 
portion  Weak  and  feeble. 

BUT  there  is  no  need  of  bearing  upon  thb 
Dodor  for  his  Negied  of  due  Proof  in  this 
Affair,  becaufe  I  conceive  many  ImpofTibilities 
ftand  agaiiifl;  him  therein;  and  particularly  frpm 
fo  conflant  and  violent  ah  Inflation  of  the  Sto? 
mach,  as  mufl  be  here  fuppofed.  Such  Infla¬ 
tion  would  intirely  deftroy  all  that  part  of  Di- 
geftion  which  is  aflifted  by  Attrition,  for  the 
Coats  of  the  Stomach  could  never  come  toge¬ 
ther  in  fuch  a  flate  ;  the  common  Accounts  for 
Hunger  and  Thirft  alfo  are  hereby  utterly  de- 
itroyy  :  And  for  thefe  Effedis  we  are  drove  to 
the  Influences  of  Principles  that  have  no  Agen¬ 
cy  but  in  ffagnant  Veflels,  and  the  Furnaces 
of  Chymifls.  It  is  alfo  inconfiftent  with  the 
Contents,  or  Chyle,  fuch  as  it  mufl  be  in  this 
Cafe,  going  over  the  Pylorus  into  the  Guts ; 
for  the  whole  Body  of  the  Stomach  lying  lower 
than  that  Paffage,  fuch  a  Teiifion  would  let 
whatever  is  in  it  remain  until  it  is  full  of 
Chyle,  iince  the  Flatus  would  be  on  the  upper 
part  by  its  natural  Lightnefs.  But  thefe  are 
Abfurdities  that  are  even  irkfome  to  fpeak 
of 
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UNLESS  thefe  Inflations  likewife  were 
almoft  continual,  which  is  very  difficult  to 
conceive,  confiflent  with  Life,  they  could  never 
anfwer  this  Effed  :  For  upon  aPrefl'ure  Efficient 
to  thruft  thefe  Parts  out  for  a  little  while,  as 
foon  as  it  recedes,  their  natural  Elafticity  and 
Tenfion  would  bring  them  again  into  place. 
But  the  leaft  Coiffidetation  will  fhew  the  Im- 
poflibility  of  this  Opinion,  to  the  meaneft 
Capacities.  The  Stomach  is  in  the  lower  Bel- 
fly,  where  almoft  all  the  encompaffing  Parts  are 
fupple  and  yielding  :  can  any  then  imagine  an 
Inflation  herein  would  not  rather  diftend  Them, 
even  into  prodigious  Dimenfions,  than  have  its 
Eftect  upon  a  Part  fo  diftant  and  nnpliable  as 
the  Back  ?  The  palpable  Ridiculoufnefs  of  this 
Conceit,  makes  it  hardly  excufable  to  be  at 
the  trouble  to  expofe  it.  If  it  would  have  been 
any  fcrvice  to  the  Dodor’s  Hypothefis,  to 
have  overfilled  the  Bladder,  by  Obftrudion 
of  Urine,  or  blown  up  any  other  part  of  the 
lower  Belly  capable  of  Diftenfion,  the  fame 
Effed  might  with  equal  juftice  have  been  afcri- 
bed  to  It. 

THIS  Syftem  now  has  taken  a  new  Turn  ; 
and  as  a  Diftenfion  o£  the  Stomach  before  did 
a  great  many  fine  things,  fo  now  it  does  a 
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great  ^eal  of  mifchief,  and  by  the  fame  imme^ 
diate  Means  of  preffing  upon  the  Aorta»  By 
an  *  Over-quantity  of  Blood  thrown  upwards, 
all  Diforder^  of  the  Head,  Breaft,  and  lower 
Belly  are  accounted  fpr  ,*  and  it  is  particularly 
faid,  that  the  Commotions  and,  Diforders  of  the 
hiliofe  Salts  in  the  Stomachy  hinder  the  regular  Clo- 
Jure  of  the  Pylorus y  in  order  to  Sleep,  Whence  a- 
gain  we  are  prefented  with  fome  very  uncom¬ 
mon  Hints  about  DreamSy  the  Night-mare^ 
And  becaufe  Sleep  is  neceffary  to  l^ou- 
rifhment,  hence  alfo  Confumptions  and  Lean- 
nefs  are  deduced,  t  Here  again  the  Doftor 
calls  in  fome  other  C^ufes  to  diforder  the  Bile, 
fuch  as  Paffiony  great  Exercifoy  improper  Diety  un’^ 
fit  Medicines y  &c.  and  then  in  a  "Very  fingiilar 
way  goes  on  to  fpeak  of  it^  without  ^ny  regard 
to,  its  phyfical  Properties,  and  Ni^cedity  of 
Adion,  by  the  Laws  oi  Nature  ,*  but  as  a  free 
voluntary  Agent  which  travels  at  difcretion  all 
over  the  Body,  and  produces  all  manner  of 
DifeafeSj  from  Apoplexies  and  Convulfions 
down  to  Chilblains  and  Kibes.  Whence,  re- 
fieding  with  great  Satisfadion,  he  comes  to 
his  favourite  Point,  of  the  Caufes  of  aU  Difeafes 
f/eingfrom  the  fame  Fount ainy  of  which  there  has 
been  occafion  to  take  notice  already  ,*  and 
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thence  concludes,  *  The  great  Wifdomy  and  the 
Happinejs  of  Man^  co7tfifls  in  a  due  Care  of  the 
Stomach  and  Digeflion  ;  and  in  rightly  ordering  and 
adjufling  the  Principles  there.  Hereupon  is  found¬ 
ed  the  whole  Pradice  ofVomits^  &c.  which 
fhall  be  confider’d,  after  a  fhort  Examination 
of  a  Peculiarity  the  Dodor  flarts,  about  the 
Clofe  of  his  Account  of  Difeafes« 

THE  Dofior  fays,  ^The  Term  of  Life  u  fety 
adjuftedy  and  meafured  outy  by  the  Number  of  the 
‘  LaSieal  Veffels  ,*  and  thence  reciting  various 
Caufes,  which  fooner  or  later  flop  thefe  up,  fo 
that  a  Sufficiency  of  Nourifhmeiit  cannot  get 
through  them,  he  makes  them  the  Inftruments 
of  Death.  To  this  let  it  be  added,  what  the 
Dodor  concludes  with  :  This  is  certaiUy  that  fo 
long  as  the  Mechanifm  of  the  Body  holdsy  even  the 
ExorbitanceSy  ErrorSy  and  Diforders  therOy  during 
Difeafesy  m^l^i  be  reducible  to  Laws  and  Rules,  by 
thofe  who  are  duly  appriz^ed  of  that  Mechanifm. 
The  Dodor  is  certainly  in  the  right  here ; 
and  it  appears  more  fo  to  me,  than  he  thinks 
for,  becaufe  hitherto  there  has  been  no  manner 
of  regard  had  to  fuch  Laws  and  Rnlesy  in  his 
whole  Syftem,  both  of  Health  and  Difeafes, 
but  only  an  arbitrary  Affertion  of  things,  and 
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frequently  in  oppofition  to  the  known  Laws  and 
Rules  of  Mechanlfniy  as  has  been  obferved  in 
many  places  already.  It  is  afioni/hing,  that 
aftet  a  Gentleman  has  been  rambling  through 
fairy  Paths,  and  a  bewildred  Hypothefis,  not 
only  without,  but  often  in  contradidion  to, 
the  proper  Means  of  Convidion ;  he  fhoiild 
adjuft  his  Countenance,  and  gravely  talk  of 
Laws  and  Rules y  and  Mechanifm,  Dr.  Woodward 
has  given  the  Agency  of  every  thing  in  Health 
and  .Difeafe  to  the  Bile,  but  he  has  not  faid 
one  word  concerning  its  .  phyfical  Properties, 
or  mechanical  Affedions  j  nothing  abput  its 
Figure,  Gravity,  dr  Aptitude  to  Motion  from 
fuch  Conditions  :  he  has  made  its  natural  Re- 
fidence  in  the  Stomach,  where  it  never  comes 
but  by  Convullion  and  preternatural  Means  ; 
and  he  has  made  it  do  a  thoufand  things  con¬ 
trary  to  the  known  Law's  of  Motion,  and  all 
phyfical  Agency.  His  Lawsy  and  Rulesy  and 
Mechanifmy  arc  therefore  only  Sounds^  and  his 
Framesy  his  OVganSy  his  Standards  of  Naturey 
and  his  "Teflsy  fo  frequently  fpoke  of,  are  mere 
Delufion  and  Chimera. 


THIS  Sketch  about  the  Ladeals  is  as  good 
a  Specimen  alfo  of  the  Dodor’s  Mechanfm 
Herein  not  only  the  Length  of  Life,  but  the 
Well-being  of  it  alfo,  is  put  upon  the  acciden¬ 
tal 
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tal  Stops  that  may  be  made  to  thefe  fine  Paf- 
fages  ,•  without  any  manner  of  regard  to  the 
various  Caufes  that  otherwife  will  fliorten 
Life,  and  bring  on  Diftempers.  It  is  certain 
that  the  Ladteals  are  neceffary  Conveyances  for 
the  Nourifhment  to  pafs  into  the  Blood,  info- 
much  that  without  them  the  Conftitution  mufi: 
be  at  an  end ;  but  there  are  many  other  Parts 
iikewdfe  fo  neceffary  to  the  OEconomy,  that 
no  Perfon  can  fubfift  without  them,  and  upon 
which  it  would  be  very  abfurd  to  lay  the  fame 
firefs  folely,  A  Man  can  no  more  live  without 
his  Lungs,  his  Heart,  his  Liver,  or  any  other 
principal  Organ,  than  he  can  much  after  the 
floppage  of  all  his  Ladeals  :  but  it  w'ould  not- 
withftanding  be  reckon^  a  very  novel  way  of 
fpeaking,  to  fay,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
Time  in  which  thefe  Vifcera  do  their  relpedive 
Offices,  the  Term  oj  Life  is  fet,  adjufted^  and 
meafured  out  ,*  becaufe  every  one  knows,  that 
when  any  Part  is  deftroy'd,  without  which  the 
Whole  cannot  fubfift,  the  Whole  muft  alfo  be 
deftroy’d.  So  that  Dr.  Woodvoardds  Difcovery 
of  a  Stoppage  in  all  the  Ladeals  bringing 
Death,  is  no  better. than  many  others  before  it^ 
That  when  the  Heart  ceafes  to  beat,  or  the 
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BUT  it  feems  the  Decay  of  Age  is  prettily 
accounted  for  by  this  Contrivance,  becaufe  as 
the  Ladeals  flop  up,  by  Gluts  fluked  in  upon 
themy  (a  Term  the  Dodor  ufes)  the  Body 
waftes,  and  Strength  decays.  Yet  I  am  very 
fufpicious  this  Refuge  was  for  want  of  a  true 
Knowledge  in  this  Affair  ,•  and  therefore  as 
it  lay  upon  the  Dodor  to  account  for  it,  he 
muft  do  it  by  means  within  his  compafs. 
Would  any  one  thus  conclude  an  Hypothefis 
with  the  mention  of  Lawsy  and  Rules y  zaiMe- 
chanifniy  that  had  given  fuch  a  notorious  In- 
ifance  ,as  this  is,  of  an  abfblute  Ignorance  in 
thofe  very  things  ?  For  a  very  tolerable  No.- 
tion  of  the  Mechanifm  of  an  human  Body 
would  have  accounted  for  the  Decays  of  Age, 
and  Death,  from  the  wearing  out  and  deftruc- 
tion  of  thofe  Parts,  that  are  truly  to  be  con- 
fider’d  as  Parts  of  a  Machine.  The  Elaftici- 
ty  of  the  Fibres,  the  necehary  Requifites  to 
maintain  it,  and  the  Hindrances  thereunto, 
would  prefently  occur  to  any  one  who  confiders 
this  matter  mechanically;  and  this,  with  all 
the  Conditions  of  Circulation  arifing  there¬ 
from,  ^vould  furnifh  out  a  delightful  and  ra¬ 
tional  Solution  of  this  Difficulty.  But  thefe 
Affairs  muft  be  abfolutely  out  of  Dr.  Wood¬ 
ward  s  acquaintance,  becaufe  he  has  not  made 

ufe 
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ufeof  one  word  concerning  them,  in  what  na* 
rurally  call’d  for  their  Corifideration,  but  has 
recourfc  to  a  Figment  that  has  dire(5tly  nothing 
to  do  in  it.  For  altho  a  Stoppage  of  the  Lac- 
teals  muft  caufe  Decay  and  Death,  yet  there 
cannot  be  fuppofed  an  Inftanc-e  in  tenthoufand, 
wherein  Decay  or  Death  is  folely  from  this 
Caufe.  The  Dodor’s  grand  Propofition  then. 
That  the  ‘Term  of  Life  is  fety  adjufledy  and  mea- 
fared  out  by  the.  Number  of  the  LaSleal  Vejfelsy  is 
not  only  precarious  and  falfe,  but  is  alfo  a 
further  and  an  additional  Confirmation  of  what 
has  been  often  already  remarked,  that  he  is 
intirely  ignorant  of  the  Mechanifm  of  a  human 
Body,  and  the  necefl'ary  Requifites  to  form  a 
true  Judgment  of  it  in  Health  or  Skknefs* 

Dr.  Woodward  having  thus  carry’d  his  Hy~ 
pothefis  through  a  healthful  and  a  dif- 
eafed  State,  proceeds  to  confider  of  Reme¬ 
dies  :  And  this  Part  he  begins  upon  a  Suppo^ 
fition  that  *  the  Princifksy  or  original  Corpufeksy 
that  conftitute  Bodies y  never  change y  but  continue 
through  all  Ages  the  fame  y  neither  has  there  been 
any  one  jingle  Particle  hrokey  nor  its  Figurey  its 
Magnitudcy  its  Gravity y  its  Solidity y  or  its  Confli- 
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tuition  in  my  refpeEl  altered  from  its  firf^  Produc-^ 
tion.  This  Hypothefis,  it  feems,  the  Dodor  had 
before  made  ufe  of  on  other  occafions ,  but  here 
it  is  ^rawn  out  againfl  alterant  Medicines^  the 
Pradice  of  which  he  puts  upon  the  fame  foot 
as  the  common  Cheats  of  Alchymifts,  in  their 
pretended  Tranfitiutations  of  Metals ;  faying, 
*  Ifery  much  Gold  hath  been  drawn  forth  this  way, 
Where  by  the  way  it  may  be  obferyed,  with 
what  jDecency  the  reft  of  the  Faculty  are 
deated  by  this  Gentleman,  who  feems  himfelf 
to  be  much  piqued  at  foul  Play,  and  unfair  Re- 
fledions.  - 

WHAT  Notion  the  Dodor  has  oi Alte¬ 
rants  y  I  am  not  very  certain ;  but  his  Prejudice 
againft  them  is  in  favour  of  the  original  Bile y 
which  is  to  be  otlierw'ife  treated  in  his  Prac¬ 
tice.  It  is  difficult  to  carry  one’s  Thoughts  to 
the  Minima  Naturaliuy  and  into  thofe  DiviiipnS 
of  Matter,  which  lie  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
§enfe ;  and  it  is  with  good  reafon  to  be  quef- 
tion’d,  whether  they  are  purely  concern’d  in 
any  Compositions  or  Syftems  of  Matter.  For  as 
to,  thofp  Molecula  or  Corpufcles  which  grow  big 
enough  fpr  our  Senfes  to  take  notice  of,  and 
which  n?ake  up  the  various  Appearances  of  the 
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things  under  Inquiry  ,*  wc'  can,  and  have,  very 
clear  Notions  of  their  heing  frequently  altered : 
Medicines  therefore  that  have  thofe  Effedis,  are 
properly  deem’d  Alterants ;  and  when  fuch  Chan-* 
ges  are  for  good,  their  Application  is  laudable. 

THE  Dodor  cannot  well  be  a  ftranger  to 
the  Changes  which  are  made  in  the  feemingly 
conftituent  Particles  of  many  Bodies,  by  the 
Adion  of  other  Bodies  upon  them  :  ail  add 
Liquors  will  lofe  that  Texture  and  Configu¬ 
ration  of  Parts  upon  the  mixture  of  an  Alkali^ 
that  fhall  deftroy  their  Acidity ;  an  Addition 
of  running  Mercury  to  corrofive  Sublimate^  and 
raifing  them  together,  deftroys  that  Figure 
and  Difpofition  of  Parts,  which  made  the  lat¬ 
ter  a  Poifon  :  And  many  Alterations  analogous 
to  thefe  may  by  Medicine  be  brought  about  in 
a  human  Body.  Are  not  then  the  Inftruments 
by  which  this  is  done,  very  jufliy  call’d  Ake- 
rants  ?  And  where  the  Change  is  from  bad 
to  good,  are  they  not  to  be  efieemed  and  va¬ 
lued  ?  Yet  without  going  fo  far  as  the  Change 
of  Figure  in  the  original  con/litiient  Particles, 
which  is  an  Inquiry  both  ufelefs  and  uncertain  ^ 
there  are  many  Changes  made  in  the  animal 
Fluids,  by  Medicine,  of  w^hich  we  have  great 
certainty  :  and  in  the  proper  Acceptation  of 
the  Term,  all  that  do  this  come  under  the 

Ciafs 


64-  Examination  of  ■ ' 

Glafs  of  Alterants.  The  Gonfiftence  of  tfe' 
Blood  ft  changeable  by  thefe  Inflruments,  from 
thinner  to  thicker,  from  fharp  to  fmooth  and 
foft,  from  a  greater  to  a  leffer  degree  of 
Warmth,  and  vice  verfa,  in  all  thefe  Inftances, 
by  Medicines  whofe  T endency  to  thofe  Ends 
we  can  be  near  certain  of.  A  thin,  Xharp, 
hot,  fwift  Blood,  as  in  a  HeBicky  may'  be 
made  thicker,  fmoother,  cooler,  and  more  flow 
in  its  Motion  j  and  a  fizy,  thick,  flow  Blood, 
as  in  a  Chlorofisy  may  be  made  more  thin^ 
more  fluid,  and  more  quick  in  Motion;  and 
by  Medicines,  which  certainly  "for -thefe  very 
Reafons  are  to  be  deem’d  Alter  ants  y  and  very 
powerful  and  ufeful  ones  too,  when  in  fuch 
hands  as  underftand  their  Application. 

IF  there  be  any  thing  of  Truth  in  this, 
which  every  one  is  capable  of  judging  of, 
what  muft  then  be  thought  of  the  Dodors 
Affertion,  t  Of  any  really  good  and  lafling  EffeBs 
of  thofe  faffing  under  the  fompous  "title  of  ALtE’* 
RANt  MEDICINESy  all  Nature  is  filent  ? 
And  even  in  that  fenfe  of  changing  only  the 
fenfible  Properties  of  the  animal  Fluids,  does 
Dr.  Woodward  include  Alterants y  becaufe  he 
inftances  particularly  in  'Steel:  But  herd-  is 


t  ^7. 

a 


Dr.  Woodward State  of  Dhyfick,  6j 

a  great  End  to  be  obtained  by  arguing  from 
original  unalterable  Particles,  that  the  Bile  is 
therefore  unalterable  by  Medicines  in  the  Bo¬ 
dy  ,•  and  confequently  againft  the  Ufe  oi Alte¬ 
rants,  becaufe  the  Doftor’s  Pradice  is  for  the 
Good  of  his  Country  reduced  only  to  Vomits, 
and  Oils,  or  Lenitives.  The  whole  Tenour 
therefore  of  what  he  further  fays  under  this 
Head  of  Remedies,  amounts  to  no  more  than 
fetching  up  thefe  Salts,  and  guarding  a'gainft 
their  Depredations. 

4 


LE  T*  us  now  examine  a  little  whether  th© 
Do(5lor  s  Praiftice  is  any  more  agreeable 
to  the  real  Confcitution  of  a  human  Body,  and 
more  confonant  to  the  common  Notions  and 
Reafons  of  things,  than  his  Hypothefis  of 
Health  and  Difeafes. 

T  O  this  purpofe  it  may  be  proper  in  the 
firh:  place  to  obferve,  that  Vomiting  is  an  un¬ 
natural  Adion  of  the  Stomach,  and  happens 
not  but  from  a  ftrong  Ccnvulfion  of  its  Fibres 
and  Coats.  Which  Confideration  alone  would 
weigh  wn’th  a  great  many  againft  putting,  it 
into  thofe  Motions,  except  on  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  Occalions.  It  is  in  the  Nature  and 
Make  of  the  Animal  Fibres,  the  more  they 
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are  ftraia’d,  the  more  they  are  weaken’d  ;  and 
that  as  their  natural  Tendons  and  Vibrations 
prefenre  their  Vigour  and  Strength,  fo  every 
Motion  that  is  beyond  thofe  muft  weaken  and 
deflroy  them, 

PROVOKING  therefore  the  Stomach 
by  Vomiting,  is  indeed  to  be  regarded  in  a 
Cafe  where  a  leffer  Evil  is  ejigible,  only  to  a- 
void  a  greater.  And  the  common  Experience 
of  Mankind  will  evidence  agaiiift  this  Pradice, 
becaufe  it  is  fo  manifeftly  dangerous  to  ufe 
the  Stomach  to  thofe  unnatural  Inveifions,  that 
hardly  any  who  have  brought  it  upon  themfelves 
by  repeated  Debauches,  ever  meet  with  a  Cure, 
without  great  Care  and  Judgment. 

BUT  the  immediate  End  herein  propofed 
by  Dr.  Woodward,  cannot  be  anfwer’d.  He 
fuppofes  a  Redundance  of  a  vitiated  Bile  in 
the  Stomach,  and  that  fetching  it  up,  mull  be 
the  fhorteft  and  fafeft  Cure ;  but  from,  st  hat  has 
been  already  obferved  hereupon,  it  will  appear, 
that  the  more  a  Perfon  vomits,  the  more  Bile 
he  will  have  in  his  Stomach :  nay,  it  is  de- 
monftrabie,  that  no  Bile  at  all  ever  is  in  the 
Stomach,  but  when  brought  thither  by  this 
iinoatural  means.  It  is  obvious  to  every  one 
wbo  goes  through  this  Operation,  that  the 
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firft  Reachings  bring  up  no  Bile,  and  that  which 
does  come  up,  is  only  when  the  Convulfion  is  ve-- 
ry  flrong,  and  the  Stomach  grievoufly  fick* 
But  the  Dodtor  accounts  for  it  thus,  that  the  Bile 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  Stomach,  and  re- 
tjuires  brisk  Agitation  and  Rouzing,  before  it 
can  be  fetch’d  away  ;  tho  this  has  been  prov’d 
abfolutely  inconfiilent  with  the  natural  Make 
of  the  Stomach,  and  is  owing  to  the  Dodor’s 
intire  Unacquaintance  therewith.  He  there¬ 
fore  lies  under  no  lefs  an  Abfurdity  in  this 
Cafe,  than  pumping  up  into  the  Stomach  what 
would  otherwife  never  come  there,  by  means 
contriv’d  on  purpofe  to  clear  the  Stomach  cf 
it :  The  Dodlor  vomits  to  fetch  Bile  out  of  the 
Stomach,  whereas  without  his  Vomit  there 
would  be  no  Bile  there ;  fo  that  he  diredly 
caufes  what  he  pretends  to  cure.  This  is 
within  the  compafs  of  every  Capacity  to  be  a 
Judge  of. 

THERE  are  indeed  many  Inftances 
wherein  Bile  comes  up,  without  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  a  Medicine  to  provoke  Vomiting  ; 
but  this  is  always  in  great  Diforders  from  In¬ 
temperance,  or  fome  other  Caufes,  which  oc- 
cafion  frequent  Reachings,  flrong  enough,  to 
fetch  up  the  Bile  from  its  natural  Drain.  And 
this  very  Cafe  makes  greatly  againil  the  Doc- 
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tor’s  Prafticej  becaufe  the  frequent  Repetitions 
of  Vomiting  render  it  almoft  impoffible  but 
that  Bile  enough  liioiild  be  thereby  pump’d  up 
into  the  Stomach',  as  to  be  the  occafion  of 
almofl;  continual  Diforders  there.  The  Notion 
therefore  of  coaxing  up  a  bilious  Juice  from 
the  Stomach  with  Vomits,  Pofl'et-Drinks,  and 
Feathers,  muft  either  be  from  an  uncommon 
Ignorance,  or  from  a  worfe  Caufe.  For  from 
the  obvious  Nature  of  things  it  is  demonftra- 
bie,  that  whofoever  takes  this  way  of  be¬ 
ing  welt,  will  be  continually  fick ;  becaufe  it 
makes  the  Stomach  to  receive  a  great  deal  of 
Naftiiiefs,  that  otherwife  would  never  come 
there*  The  Operation  of  one  Vomit  lays  a 
fare  Foundation  for  the  want  of  another  ;  un- 
lefs  the  Strength  of  a  Gonftitution  can  digefl:  off 
the  Bile  fo  omiaturaliy  brought  into  the  Sto¬ 
mach  with  the  common  Aliments,  which  in¬ 
deed  often  happens* 

IT  cannot  be  deny’d  but  that  there  are 
many  Cafes  wherein  Vomits  are  given  with 
good  reafon  ,•  but  to  fetch  out  of  the  Stomach 
what  naturally  never  comes  there,  is  at  no 
time  a  reafon  for  this  Pradice,  except  with 
Br.  Woodward.  And  were  it  not  for  being 
carried  into  too  great  a  length,  it  might  be 
here  fiiew 'd  that  Vomits  are  rarely  given  only 
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•with  refped:  to  "what  they  are  to  fetch  out  »of 
the  Stomach,  by  thofe  who  reafon  rightly 
about  them.  Where  the  Juices  are  vifcid,  and 
the  Glands  all  over  the  Body  too  much  loaded, 
a  Vomit  does  great  Service,  as  a  powerful 
Exercife,  that  fnakes  and  fqueezes  forcibly  all 
the  Parts,  fo  as  to  diflodge  their  Contents, 
which  otherwife  could  not  be  come  at.  And 
very  good  Judges  in  thefe  matters  have  been 
of  the  opinion,  that  an  Emetick  Medicine  fel- 
dom  excites  above  the  firif  Reaching ;  the  foul 
juices  which  are  thereby  brought  up  into  the 
Stomach,  occafioning  the  future  Irritations. 
But  by  Dr.  Woodward  all  the  important  Ends 
of  this  Operation  are  quite  overlook’d,  and 
only  a  trifling  Figment  afligned  for  it,  that  is 
both  impradicable  and  unnatural. 

THE  other  Branches  of  this  new  Pradice 
are  Oils  and  Lenitives,  under  a  notion  of 
guarding  the  Parts  from  the  Depredations  of 
thefe  Saits,  and  gently  folliciting  their  Dif- 
charge. 

IT  will  be  allow’d  the  Dodor,  that  there 
are  m.any  Cafes,  wherein  the  Caufe  is  a  jfharp 
Acrimony  of  the  Humours,  and  that  fuch  a 
Method  of  Softeners  is  then  convenient  and 
ufeful  :  but  this  is  very  different  from  its  being 
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always  fo,  and  that  therefore  the  fame  Means 
are  always  neceffary.  This  Syftem  is  too  nar¬ 
row  and  contraAed  by  a  great  deal,  to  take 
in  all  that  concerns  the  Caiifes  and  the  Cures 
of  Diftempers.  And  this  Pradice  in  particular 
cannot  reach  with  any  efficacy  beyond  the  firfl 
Paflages ;  but  there  was  a  neceffity  for  it,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Dodor’s  Hypothelis  :  and  be- 
caufe  he  knows  of  but  one  Caufe,  and  one  ori¬ 
ginal  Seat  of  Diftempers,  there  muft  be  alfo 
but  one  Intention  of  Cure. 

BUT  Narrownefs  and  Infufficiency  is  not 
all  that  lies  againft  this  Pradice.  For  in  abun¬ 
dance  of  Inftances  it  muft  prove  injurious  and 
deftrudive.  But  this  Error  again  the  Dodor 
has  fallen  into,  through  a  want  of  true  Know^- 
ledge  in  the  human  Mechanifin.  Oily  and 
unduous  Medicines  do  certainly  take  place  to 
advantage,  where  the  Humours  are  thin  and 
ffiarp,  and  the  Fibres  tenfe  and  rigid,  that  is, 
whenever  fwxetning  and  relaxing  are  necell'a- 
ry  :  but  where  the  Humours  are  heavy  and 
fluggiih,  and  the  Fibres  overloaded  and  in¬ 
active,  thefe  Means  will  be  mifciiievous  and 
fatal,  becaufe  Oils  and  Lenitives  'will  add  to 
the  Heavinefs  of  the  Humours,  and  increafe  a 
Relaxation  in  the  Fibres  :  fo  that  inftead  of 
coaxing  away  in  a  placid  manner  the  morbid 
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Matter^  it  -will  become  mere  fiagBa.ot  aod 
obflruded,  iufomiich  as  fometimes  to  briog 
on  Putrefadioo  and  Mortificatiois. 

THIS  is  evidenced  by  the  comiBon  Expe¬ 
rience  in  Surgery^  and  has  been  a  great  Rea- 
fon  of  altering  their  Pradice  in  many  Cafes 
from  imduoLis  and  ccoling^  to  warm  and  fpirt-  . 
tiious  Drefiings.  The  former  are  found  to  maie 
a  Stagnation  of  Fliimours  upon  a  Fart^  both  hf 
thickening  the  Matter^  and  deadning  the 
Spring  and  Tone  of  the  Fibres  ;  whereas  the 
other  difciifs  the  obllruded  Matter^  and  keep 
on  that  natural  Toniefc  Motfen^  wEich 
tates  and  promotes  its  intjre  Difiodgeiiieiit. 

THIS  Pradice  theretbre  cannot  but  m 
moll  Cafes  clog  the  Wheels  and  Springs  of  the 
Machine,  llacken  their  Motion,  and  injure 
the  Conflitutioo,  iiiilead  of  helping  them  : 
for  the  Animal  OEconomy  isto  be  kept  op  by 
much  finer  Helps  than  grofs  Oils;  md  the 
due  Tone  and  Vibration  of  the  Solids,  where¬ 
in  confifts  the  main  Agency  in  the  w'hole 
Frame,  requires  the  moll  exalted  and  fubtile 
Inftruments  to  preferve  them.  But  all  that  is 
truly  mechanical  and  rational  in  thefe  matters, 
lies  intirely  out  of  the  Doftorls  reach,  becaufe 
he  has  not  dropt  one  Hint,  nor  even  one  con- 
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fiftent  Sentence,  comporting  with  the  Rules 
and  Laws  of  Nature,  either  in  his  Idea  of 
Marly  his  Account  of  Difeafes,  or  his  Difcourfe 
of  Remedies.  What  Methods  therefore  the 
Dodor  may  think  fit,  upon  fuch  a  defedive  and 
unjull:  Foundation,  to  purfue  in  Cure,  they 
can  never  anfwer,  and  confequently  cannot  be 
w^orth  any  one’s  pains  to  examine.  But  be- 
caufe  Dr.  Woodward  has  been  at  uncommon 
pains  to  fpread  about  his  late  Bock,  I  thought 
thus  much  might  be  convenient,  to  apprife  the 
Unwary  of  the  principal  Mift^kes  therein. 


Before  I  take  leave  of  this  extraordi- 
nary  Performance,  it  may  be  necefiary  to 
fay  fomewhat  of  the  long  Difcourfe  Dr.  Wood¬ 
ward  has  founded  upon  this  Hypothefis,  about 
the  Small-Pox. 

IT  is  known  to  the  Learned,  that  Dr.Freind 
ptiblifhed  feme  time  fince  certain  Commenta¬ 
ries  upon  Hippocrates y  de  Morhis  Popularibus*  In 
one  of  thofe  Commentaries  that  Gentleman 
mentions  particular  Cafes  in  the  Small-Pox, 
Vv^herein  Evacuation  is  indicated,  by  Phlebo¬ 
tomy  or  Stool.  But  his  Caution  and  Tender- 
nefs  in  fo  nice  a  Point  induced  him  to  confirrn 
this  Pradice  by  the  Authority  of  the  moft 
‘  ‘  ^  . '  Emi- 
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Eminent  now  in  the  ProfeiTion,  who  have 
given  their  Judgment  in  Letters  which  are  pub- 
lifhed  in  this  Commentary. 

HEREUPON  Dr.  Woodward  draws  up 
a  Charge  againfl;  thofe  Gentlemen  colledively, 
for  introducing  a  new  Pradice^,  which  he  dif- 
guifes  under  the  name  of  Purging  in  the  SinaU- 
Pox, 

THE  Phyficians  here  aimed  at,  have  advifed 
this  Evacuation  only  in  fome  particular  Circuin- 
ftances  of  this  DiEemper  3  that  is,  chiedy  in  fuch 
Cafes  of  the  confluent  kind^where  the  wholeLoad 
of  Humours  cannot  be  thrown  off  by  the  Surface 
and  Glands  about  the  Mouth,but  flopping  when 
the  pLiflules  grow  hard,  returns  back  into  the 
Blood,  and  raifes  a  fecondary  Fever,  which 
proves  often  fatal :  and  their  Reafons  for  thus 
doing  they  have  communicated  to  one  another 
in  the  Latin  Language,  as  a  Point  in  Pradice 
of  great  importance.  But  Dr.  Woodward  in 
Englijh  has  harangued  the  Populace,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  frighten  People  with  a  Belief  that 
their  general  Pradice  in  this  Diflemper  is  by 
Purging  :  And  from  Inflances  of  its  Improprie¬ 
ty  in  fome  Cafes,  takes  occafion  to  be  very 
compafTionate  for  his  Country,  to  weep  over 
the  weekly  Bills^  and  inveigh  as  bitterly  a- 
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gaiiift  Purges^  as  a  crafy  Enthufiafi:  would 
againfl:  the  Scarlet  TVhore ;  by  this  means  proili- 
tuting  the  Honour  of  the  ProfelTion^  and  mark-' 
ing  out  thofe  of  greatefi:  Eminence  therein  to 
publick  Refentmento 

H  E  traduces  thefe  Gentlemen  alfo  by  z 
delufory  Name  ;  for  Purging  in  the  common 
Acceptation  in  Englijh  has  a  very  different  Idea 
from  thofe  Terms  of  the  Learned  whence  it  is 
tranflated.  Solliciting  the  Difcharge  of  an 
Overload  of  bad  Humours  by  Stool,  which 
the  Conftitution  is  not  of  itfelf  able  to  ftruggle 
with,  is  amongft  them  exprefs^d  in  Terms 
which  may  bear  the  Englijh  word  Purging  in  a 
reftrain’d  Senfe  ,  but  in  the  moft  enlarged  Ac¬ 
ceptation  of  it,  and  as  Dr.  Woodward  ufes  it, 
it  is  not  true  of  their  Writing  or  Pradice.  I 
know  not  what  Hopes  of  Succefs  the  Dodor 
has  from  fuch  Arts  as  thefe,  only  to  recom¬ 
mend  himfelf  :  but  in  order  thereunto  to  fal- 
fify  and  traduce  the  Opinions  and  Pradices  of 
others,  will  never  do  him  much  Service  with 
the  more  intelligent  and  equitable  Part  of  the 
World. 

BUT  the  Dodor  here  {lands  chargeable 
not  only  with  a  Mifreprefentation  of  others, 
but  is  himfelf  guilty  of  a  great  Error  in  Judg¬ 
ment  : 
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ment :  For  after  he  has  liberally  inveighed 
againft  Purging  at  all,  he  finds  fault  with  the 
mofl;  gentle  Catharticks ;  becaufe,  he  fays, 
they  only  ftir  up  and  rouz.e  the  bilious  Principle^ 
and  wake  a  fleeping  .Lion ;  whereas  if  any  at  all 
be  given,  they  ought  to  be  flrong  enough  to 
carry  all  before  them,  and  drive  the  Humours 
quite  out  of  the  Body?  But  it  is  very  ftrange, 
that  of  a  Method  which  is  altogether  wrong, 
the  mofl;  fevere  /hould  be  mofl  fafe;  and  one 
would  think  that  the  fame  Reafons  that  hold 
good  againft  Purging  at  all,  mufl  certainly  con¬ 
clude  mofl:  againfl  thofe  which  are  flrongefl  i 
and  yet  the  Support  of  a  favourite  Hyppthefis, 
and  the  Pleafure  of  finding  fault  with  others, 
are  Motives  that  often  lead  us  into  fuch  Diffi¬ 
culties  and  Reafonings  as  thefe. 

YET  after  all,  fo  far  as  thefe  Phyficians 
advife  Purging  in  the  Small-pox,  it  is  alfo 
pradifed  by  common  Confent  in  many  other 
Cafes  of  Fevers  :  that  is,  wherever  Nature 
makes  an  imperfed  Crifis,  and  the  Eftbrts  of 
the  Conflitution  are  not  able  to  bring  the  pec¬ 
cant  Matter  to  a  head,  or  throw  it  off  the 
principal  Parts ;  and  wherever  fuch  Matter 
threatens  mifchief  to  fome  noble  Part.  Thefe 
happen  frequently  in  inflammatory  Fevers  j  and 
Evacuation,  often  by  Stool,  is  promoted,  both 
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to  eafe  the  Conftitution  of  the  Overload,  and 
draw  off  the  Humours,  that  would  be  otherwife 
troublefome.  And  this  Affiftance  in  fome  par¬ 
ticular  Cafes  of  the  Small-Pox,  feems  fo  confo™ 
nant  to  Nature  and  Reafon,  that  an  Omifliors 
of  it  can  arife  only  from  an  Unacquaintance 
with  the  true  Procedure  of  the  Diftemper. 
Dr.  Woodward's  confounding,  therefore.  Cafes 
where  it  is  not  called  for,  but  forbid,  wdth 
thofe  wherein  it  is  plainly  indicated,  is  the 
Fault  of  His  Underflandiiig,  and  not  of  This 
Practice  ;  and  it  is  great  pity  the  DoBor  fhould 
not  know,  that  ftrong  Purging  will  raife  a  Fe¬ 
ver,  and  a  gentle  Evacuation  this  way  abate  it. 
The  many  Inftances  in  this  Diftemper,  which 
he  like  wife  runs  over  in  a  fuperficial  manner, 
only  to  throw  out  Invedives  on  every  occafion, 
may  be  pafTed  by  as  not  worth  notice. 

BUT  it  is  difficult  to  overlook  fome  other 
Inftances  of  Dn  Woodward's  Difingenuity  upon 
a  more  particular  Nature.  He  takes  notice  of 
an  Author’s  talking  of  the  Fluid  of  the  Nerves 
being  immediately  altered  by  the  nervom  fuice  * ; 
of  a  Hurry  and  Confiijlon  of  the  Spirits  ;  oi  a  Se-- 
cretion  of  Spirits ^  &c.  for  the  fake  only  of  Mif- 
reprefentation,  and  the  Opportunity  of  a  tri- 
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fling  Jeft ;  faying.  That  Author  had  advanced 
nothing  mechanical^  ' tho  he  was  pleafed  to  ftiie 
his  Writings  fo,  and  that  he  might  as  properly 
have  called  t\\cm.Mufical\.  Now  it  is  well  known 
to  all,  that  the  Author  thus  piqued  at  ufes  the 
'~]i  CYTiis  uey‘voHi  Fluidy  and  animal  SpivitSy  in  the 
fameSeiifej  and  that  their  McJ/ob, /forty,  Confu- 
fion,  &c.  in  his  Senfe,  is  nothing  but  an  Irregu¬ 
larity  of  Aftion  in  the  Fibres,  that  every  one 
of  Underftanding  can  reconcile  with  Mecha- 
nifm,  in  the  ftridefl  Senfe  of  the  word  :  And 
that  Author,  in  every  ExprelTion,  keeps  the 
Attention  clofe  to  fome  mechanical  Property  of 
the  Agent  he  is  fpeaking  of,  and  to  which 
every  'EffeS  is  afligned.  The  Motions  of  the 
Nerves,  and  the  Fluid  they  contain,  are  talked 
of  confiftently  with  thofe  Laws,  by  which  fuch 
minute  Agents  are  capable  of  being  deter¬ 
mined  ;  and  yet  Dr.  Woodward  will  put  upon 
him  the  way  of  fpeaking  common  to  WiBs, 
faying,  *  he  marjhals,  commands,  and  detaches 
them  (the  Spirits)  forth  upon  every  Alarm,  and 
talks  afterwards  of  ‘Troops  and  military  Difci- 
pline,  and  this  too  to  make  it  borrowed  from 
Willis :  whereas  it  is  manifeft  to  a  Demonftra- 
tion,  this  Author  had  as  different  a  Notion  of 
what  he  fometimes  calls  animal  Spirits,  from 
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Willis^  as  it  is  poffible  for  any  two  things  to 
differ.  He  underftands  by  them  a  Fluid,  whofe 
Motions  are  under  the  common  Law  s  of  Me- 
chanifm,  and  Willis  difcovers  no  certain  No¬ 
tion  of  them  at  all,  but  as  a  Gasy  or  Explofiony 
or  Halitmy  of  which  he  fpeaks  in  no  mechani¬ 
cal  way,  but  juft  in  the  fame  precarious  delu- 
fory  manner  as  Dr.  Woodward  does  of  his  Bile. 
When  the  Dodor  alfo,  upon  this  Occafion, 
charges  this  Author  with  not  having  given  on^ 
Argument y  that  there  are  really  animal  Spirits y  or 
a  nervous  Fluid  L  he  proves  that  he  does  not,  or 
cannot,  or  will  not  underftand  him  ,*  for  that 
Author  means  nothing  by  animal  Spirits y  and  a 
nervom  Fluidy  but  what  is  as  manifeftly  in  them 
as  the  Blood  is  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins.  But 
for  further  Arguments  for  their  Exiftence  and 
Secretion,  Dr.  Woodward  may  turn  to  Bellini; 
where  he  wall  be  taught  to  talk  about  thefe 
Matters  in  a  much  more  diftind  and  intelligi¬ 
ble  w^ay,  than  what  he  has  hitherto  accuftom’d 
himfelf  to. 

ANOTHER  remarkable  Difingenuity  of 
Dr.  Woodwardhy  is  towards  the  fame  Author  ; 
who,  in  his  Fffay  on  PoifonSy  places  that  of  the 
Vipers  in  certain  Salts,  thatfhoot  out  into  chry- 
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fialline  S^kula^  or  Darts^  which  wound  the 
Membranes,  and  deflroy  the  Blood’s  natu¬ 
ral  Texture,*  and  yet  fays  the  Axungia  is  a 
Cure,  by  flieathing  thofe  Spkula  i  and  that  the 
FJefh  is  fo,  by  fupplying  the  Blood  with  fuch 
volatile  Parts,  as  alTifl:  its  Circulation  and  Flu¬ 
idity  :  For  the  Dodor  greatly  flour  idles  upon 
this  as  a  Contradiction,  faying,  A  PhjJician  in 
a  DISCOURSE  OM  POISONS,  con¬ 
tends  that  the  Flejh  and  Fat  of  a  Vifer  is  rendered 
falutiferouSy  and  an  Antidote,  hy  the  VE  R  T 
S  A  ME  ME  A  NS  that  he  alfo  there  contends 
the  Sanies  of  that  Creature  is  rendered  noxious  and 
njerwmous^.  Now  Dr. Woodward  is  here  grie- 
vcufly  out  in  what  it  highly  concerns  him  to 
tinderftaod,  or  he  wilfully  puts  a  Deception  up¬ 
on  his  Reader  by  a  Mifreprefentatioo  ,*  and 
this  Deception  lies  in  the  Expreflion,  the  very 
fame  Means,  becaufe  thereby  is  hinted  to  be„ 
both  in  the  Poifon,  and  the  Cure,  a  Likenefs 
of  Figure  in  the  Agent.  But  if  the  DcwSor 
had  but  a  flight  Notion  of  Mechanifm,  he 
would  have  known  that  the  Diverfity  of  Bulkj 
and  of  the  Quantity  of  Motion  and  Impemg 
thence  arifing,  would  make  a  prodigious  Alte¬ 
ration  in  both  thefe  Cafes,  Even  common 
Experience  informs  us,  how  the  fame  Diverlity, 
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ill  many  acid  Liquors,  whofe  conftituent  Parts 
are  of  like  Figures,  makes  as  great  an  Altera¬ 
tion  in  their  Effeds  upon  the  Body.  A  ftrong 
Acid  will  do  many  things  afcribed  to  the  vipe- 
rine  Poifon,  or  Spicula^  in  wounding  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  and  deftroying  the  natural  Cohefions  of 
the  Juices  ,•  and  yet  it  is  well  known  the  fame 
Acid  may  be  fo  far  weakened,  as  to  give  but  a- 
greeable  Irritations,  and  to  prove  a  good  Me¬ 
dicine.  And  thus  may  all  Subftances,  of  the 
fame  Figure  and  Arrangement  of  Parts,  by  their 
different  Bulks  and  Quantities  of  Motion,  be 
brought  down  from  the  mod  mifchievous  to  the 
moft  innocent.  And  this  Div erfity  is  plainly 
fuppofed  in  the  foregoing  Dodrine,  between 
the  venomous  Spicula  in  the  Sanies  of  the  Vipera 
and  the  volatile  Salts  in  the  Flefli. 

T  H  E  R  E  is  this  further  Difference  like- 
wife  in  thefe  two  Circumftances,  that  are  pre¬ 
tended  to  contradid  one  another  ,*  that  the  d’^- 
nies  is  fuppofed  to  be  immediately  tranfmicted 
into  the  Blood,  thro  a  Wound,  wdth  thefe  Salts 
in  their  full  Force ;  but  the  Flefh  is  taken  in  * 
by  the  common  way  of  the  Food,  and  muff 
thereby  have  its  Salts  more  broke  by  the  Ac¬ 
tions  of  the  Parts  upon  them,  and  entangled 
with  more  vifcid  Parts,-  both  w'hich  render 
them  much  lefs  adive  and  efficacious  when  in 
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the  Blood  :  fo  .that  the  Powers,  in  .both  thefe 
Cafes,  areas  confiderably  different,  as  between 
the  mod:  fharpened  Acid,  and  the  weakefl;  one^ 
There  are  alfo  many  other  Subftances,  well 
known  to  be  very  mifchievoiis,  if  immediately 
transffifed  into  the  Blood,  that  do  no  manner 
of  mifchief,  but  are  of  fervice,  when  taken 
in  as  Food ;  becaufe  the  A6lions  of  Maftica- 
tion  and  Digeftion  deftroy  or  weaken  thofe 
Powers,  in  Parts  where  their  Exertions  are  im¬ 
perceptible,  fo-  that  they  become  only  capable^ 
\in  a  much  weaker  degree,  to  exert  themfelves, 
by  that  time  they  arrive  where  they  would  be 
otherwife  hurtful,  .  In  fhort,  a  very  bad  and  a 
very  good  Effeft  may  be  brought  about  by  A- 
gents  of  the  fame  mechanical  Properties,  only^ 
by  a  Diverfification  of  their  MomentUy  or  Pow*" 
ers  of  Adion,  from  their  different  Bulks  and 
Quantities  of  Motion  r  and  the  learned  Gen¬ 
tleman  here  fo  remarkably  piqued  at,  has,  in 
another  place  of  the  fame  Effay,  fhewn  us  how, 
by  the  Tame  Agency,  a  dangerous  Poifon  is 
brought  to  a  fafe  and, a  ufeful  Medicine,  in  the 
Preparation  of  Mercurlus  DulciSy  from  corrojive 
Suhlimate.  So  that  notwithftanding  Dr.  Woodr 
'vcard’s  frequent  mention  of  LawSy  and  Rules ^ 
and  Mechanifmj  this  is  a  Matter  that  he  feems 
altogether  to  have  been  loll  in,  becaufe  it  is 
not /:apable  to  be  underftood,  or  talked  of  in¬ 
telligibly,  without  thofe  Pracognita  from  the 
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Laws  of  Nature ;  and  there  is  no  Contradic¬ 
tion  in  tHis'Dodrine,  biit  fo  far  as  Dr.  Wood- 
u’^ri  mifunderftands  it.,  / 

T  H  E  Fat  of  the  Viper  is  not  fuggefted  to  be 
a  Cure,  by  the  fame  Properties,  as  any  Part  is 
faid  to  be  a  'Poifon,  becaufe  by  yery  contrary 
Properties, it  iis  fuppofed  tp  nave  its  good  Ef- 
feds  ;  that  is,  in  fbeathing  the  Points  of  thofe 
fubtile  Inftruments,whicEgrofler  Oils,  or  unc¬ 
tuous  Subftances,  could  perhaps  not  reach  :  fo 
that  this  is  palpably  a  Falfification. 

immediately  again  Dr.  Woodward 
makes  the  Biiie  Author  afibrt  *  the  eating  Flejh 
to  he  a  Security ;and  a  Prefervative  agalnii  the 
'Plague j  which  jufi  before  ' he  had  intimated  to  -^he  a 
Caufe  of  the  fame  Diflemfer  ;  whereas  in  that 
whole  Effay  there  is  not  one'word  concerning 
eating  Flejh  in  either  of  thofe  Views  ;  ‘  and  all 
mention  poflible  to  bring  any  thing  about  Fleih 
to  mind,  is  where  infe(3:ed  ‘  Perfons  and  dead 
Carcaffes  are  hinted  at  as  means  of  Contfagion  j 
and' where  thofe  are  fetd  to  fare  heft  in  fuch  Ca¬ 
lamities,  'steho  feed  weU. 

* 

I  M  E  N  T  I  O  N  not  thefe  things^  in^  vin¬ 
dication  of  the  true  Senfe  of  the  aforementioned 
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E flays,  becaufe  it  is  not  wanted  with  any 
Perfons  of  tolerable  Knowledge  in  fuch  Mat¬ 
ters  ;  but  as  a  ufeful  Hint  to  thofe  whofe  Cu- 
riofity  only  may  incite  them  to  overlook  this 
Controverfy,  and  may  be  influenced  more  by 
the  Honour  and  Juftice  of  it,  than  the  Argu¬ 
ment  :  But  whether  fuch  Perfons  will  make  the 
Conipliment  of  this  Treatment  to  the  Under- 
ftanding  or  Probity  of  Dr.  Woodwar^i  I  will 
not  undertake  to  determine. 

.ANOTHER  Phyfician,  that  Hands  alfo 
in  his  way,  he  falls  very  feverely  upon ;  and 
takes  advantage  from  that  Gentleman’s  C^on- 
cefllon,  that  none  recovered  under  a  particu¬ 
lar  Symptom,  viz.,  bloody  Urine,  to  Jnfinuate, 
their  Lofs  to  his  Treatment.  Now  this  is  a 
Symptom,  that  in  the  Experience  of  all  is  ve¬ 
ry  fatal  in  the  Small-Pox,  infomuch  that  hard¬ 
ly  an  Inftaiice  in  an  Age  is  to  be  met  with,  of 
a  Recovery  where  it  appears  ,*  mufl:  therefore 
this  Gentleman’s  Pradice  be  thus  barbaroufly 
traduced,  becaufe  he  frankly  owns  he  could 
never  recover  any  one  under  that  Circum- 
ftance  ? 

I T  will  to  any  other  Perfon  appear  to  the 
Credit  of  his  Pradice  very  much,  that  he  could 
fave  thenx  fo  long  in  this  Condition  as  the  flf- 
1  teenth  or  fixteenth  Day,  becaufe  there  feeiAs 

G  2  the 


84  ^n' Exmhumn  of 

the  greateft  Encouragement  from  thence  t& 
preferve  them  thro  the  whole,  where  it  is  poffi- 
ble.  But  as  Dr.  fVoodward  takes  all  Advantage^ 
of  Detradion,  and  to  briiig  every  one’s  Prac¬ 
tice  into  Difrepiitc  but  his  own  ^  fo  he  charges 
the  fuppofed  Errors  of  this  Gentleman  chiefly 
upon  Camphore :  but  the  good  Effeds  of  this 
Medicine,  in  all  malignant  Fevers,  are  too 
well  known  and  attefted,  to  be  hurt  by  what  he 
fays  on  this  aceonnt.  Riverius,  whofe  Pradice 
yet  remains  with  us  for  the  bcft  of  his  time, 
gave  it  very  liberally,  and  juftly  laid  great 
flrefs  upon  it ;  and  were  it  not  for  employing 
more  Time  than  I  think  this  Occafion  can  juf- 
tify  me  in,  1  could  produce  abundance  of  In- 
ftances,  wherein  it  has  given  furprizing  Turns 
for  the  better  in  very  defperate  Cafes.  But  I 
am  confident,  the  Pradice  of  all,  who  run  not 
out  into  fuch  Singularities  as  Dr.  IVoodwardy 
will  witnefs  hereunto. 

O  F  the  fame  malicious  Ikirn,  is  his  in- 
finuating,  that  all  thofe  bad  Cafes,  that  have 
been  recovered  where  Purging  w  as  ufed,  were 
made  bad  by  the  Purges  The  Dodor,  I  am 
certain,  w^ould  not  take  it  very  well  to  be  told, 
that  all  his  Patients,  that  did  not  die  under  his 
hands,  may  thank  their  Conftitutions,  and 
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that  thofe  Cafes^  which  w^ere  very  bad,  were 
rendered  fo  by  his  Method ;  and  yet  this  is 
the  Liberty  he  takes  with  all  others. 

THE  laft  thing  remarkable  that  I  fhall  take 
notice  of  in  this  Performance,  is  the  Doftor^s 
Treatment  of  other  People  in  general,  efpeci- 
ally  thofe  who  have  mofl:  deferved  his  Envy,  by 
a  Superiority  of  Reputation  and  Pradice.  He 
fpeaks  of  a  Patient  under  their  joint  Care, 
not  a  little  to  the  Praife  of  his  Conflitution  that  he 
recovered  In  another  place,  he  fays,  I  dm 
perfuaded  it  vcill  one  day  hut  too  plainly  appear^ 
thefe  Gentlemen  have  not  dealt  with  the  Candour  and 
Franknefs  that  was  requijite  f.  And  he  goes  on  to 
charge  them  with  Concealment  of  Part  of  their 
Siiccefs,  which  may  lead  other  Praditioners  in¬ 
to  a  wrong  and  unfortunate  Method ;  and 
infinuates  fomething  even  abhorrent  to  think 
of.  They  are  alfo  accufed  by  him  with  a  Nar- 
rownefs^  P artiality^  and  want  of  due  Concern  for 
the  Honour y  Efleem,  and  Happinefs  of  the  Comma-- 
nity  in  fie  ad  of  thaty  fetting  up  Cluhsy  Cabals  y  and 
Comhinationsy  with  deftgn  to  fupplant  all  who  come 
not  into  their  Meafures.  1  know  no  other  Foun¬ 
dation  for  all  this,  than  that  fome  Phyficians, 
who  are  not  altogether  fo  all-fufficient  and  full 
of  themfelves  as  Dr.  Woodwardy  have  Places 


*  Page  175. 


t  Page  i%9' 


of 


26  jin  Examination  of 

of  common  Refort^  where  for  the  Honour^ 
Efieent)  and  Happinefs  of  the  Community^  they  are 
frank  and  open  in  giving  and  receiving  all  fuch 
Informations  as  concern  the  general  Praftice, 
and  may  be  of  ufe  to  be  acquainted  with, 

MANY  Pages  further  are  taken  up  with  an 
Account  of  the  weekly  Bills,  the  Increafe  of 
which  is  laid  to  this  new  Pradice,  as  he  calls 
it;  and  in  the  Year  1710.  above  triple  the 
Number  died  of  the  Small-Pox,  than  in  any 
preceding  Year  :  and  this^  he  fays,  was  the  chief 
“Time  of  their  PraElice.  Now  fetting  afide  the 
Reflexion  pointed  at  here,  it  is  to  be  obferv^ed, 
that  the  Small-Pox  is  an  Epidemical  Difeafe, 
governed  by  the  Conftitution  of  Air,  and  Al¬ 
terations  of  Seafons  ;  fo  that  it  is  the  moil  ab- 
furd,  as  wxli  as  the  mofl  ill-natured  Suggeftion 
imaginable,  that  at  any  particular  time  its  Fa¬ 
tality  is  owing  to  any  Methods  of  treating  it  f 
cfpecially  to  a  Pradice  which  extends  not  to  a 
Number,  bearing  any  Proportion  to  the  In¬ 
creafe  of  what  die.  The  Caufes  of  thefe  are 
almoil  infinite  in  their  Courfe  and  Efficacy, 
and  under  the  fame  Practice  and  Management 
fometimes  fweep  away  great  Numbers,  an4 
fometimes  hardly  any  ;  as  in  the  fhort  Fe¬ 
ver,  which  fome  time  ago,  about  the  Month 
of  Augufl,  vyent  thro  the  whole  Kingdom, 
and  hardly  miffed  one  Perfon  in  ^ondoti^  yet 
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took  off  none,  the  Patient  recovering  about 
the  third  Day.  Befides,  an  Increafe  of  tri¬ 
ple  the  Number  in  the  Year  1710.  by  an  ordi^ 
nary  Gueiler,  would  be'laid  to  more  probable 
Caufes  than  this  civil  good-natured  Gentleman 
has  done  ;  for  fucli  a  Number  hardly  comes  un¬ 
der  the  Care  of  all  the  Phyficians  in  London : 
The  Increafe  of  the  City  and  of  Inhabitants 
likewife  might  with  fome  have  a  iliare  herein  - 
and  even  according  to  the  Dodor’s  own  bilious 
Syfleniy  others  might  remark  that  Year  was  par- 
‘ticularly  very  cholerick ;  and  that  Luxury,  by 
encreafing  this  Principle  at  that  time,  made 
ftrange  havock  in  the  State,  as  well  as  in  Diftem- 
pers  :  fo  that  this  Pradice  being  in  the  height  In 
.  that  Year,  might  not  perhaps  be  fo  much  to 
blame.  But  this  Infinuation,  in  a  ferious  way, 
has  fome  thing  in  it  fo  iliocking  and  inhumane, 
that  there  is  no  thinking  of  it  with  Temper. 

BUT  this  Liberty  which  Dr.  TVoodvoard 
thus  ftrangely  indulges  himfelf  in,  to  inveigh 
againfl,  and  reflect  upon,  others,  at  all  Ad¬ 
ventures,  and  on  all  Occafions,  very  often 
leaves  himfelf  open  to  Reprifals,  and  without 
oner’s  being  at  any  pains  to  diftort  and  pervert 
his  meaning.  Wherever  a  Patient  is  men¬ 
tioned,  who  has  been  purged  and  grows  worfe, 
he  lays  it  immediately  upon  the  Purge  ;  where¬ 
as  were  it  in  like  manner  returned  upon  every 
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Inftance  of  his  own  Pradice,  it  would  bo 
equally  juft,  but  certainly  thought  very  unfair. 
However,  when  the  Dodor  fpeaks  of  Vomits 
making  a  bad  Cafe  a  favourable  one,  by  taking 
away  the  Matter  of  the  Difeafe,  without  Un- 
diaritablenefs  it  may  be  prefumed  he  comp4i- 
r  erics  his  Pradice  without  any  Grounds,  and 
tiiat  thofe  Cafes  would  always  have  proved  fa¬ 
vourable  without  his  help.  Beftdes,  where 
there  is  a  foul  Habit,  and  Indications  of  Re¬ 
lief  by  a  Vomit ,  nothing  is  more  common  than 
for  all  other  Phyficians,  if  they  are  called  in 
time,  to  advifeit:  yet  not  upona  Prefumption 
of  lelfeiiing  the  Matter  of  the  Pock,  in  fuch 
manner  as  Dr.  Woodicard  pretends  ,•  but  to  re¬ 
move  a  Load,  w^hich  would  be  troublefome 
during  the  Conflid  with  that  Diftemper,  and 
to  give  fuch  Concuftions  and  Shakes  to  the 
whole  Habit,  as  may  difpofe  better  the  mor- 
bid  Matter  to  Separation  and  Difcharge  at  its 
proper  Outlets. 

FURTHERMORE,  when  the  Dodor 
is  not  only  content  to  cut  off  the  Supply  of  the 
pocky  Matter  into  the  Habit,  fo  as  to  lefl'en 
greatly  the  Eruption  and  worfer  Symptoms,  but 
alfo  to  take  it  all  away  in  feme  Inftances ;  fo 
that,  as  he  \^'ords  it  Ihe  Fever  ceafes  imme- 
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diately  ;  the  PuJluleSy  that  perhaps  begin  to  appear, 
come  to  a  fland  and  vanijh,  their  Supply  being  cut 
off  by  a  Vomit :  There  is  a  great  deal  of  reafon 
to  think  that  in  all  fuch  Inftances  he  has  alto¬ 
gether  miftaken  the  Diftemper,  and  pronounced 
it  would  be  the  Small-Pox,  when  it  would  have 
been  no  fuch  thing.  And  his  Cafe  of  the  La¬ 
dy  Anne  Grey  plainly  juftihes  fuch  a  Conftriic- 
tion. 

O  F  this  Cafe,  he  fays  f.  After  the  ordinary 

Symptoms - -on  the  Morning  of  the  fourth  Day 

from  the  Invafion,  fe-veral  Pimples  veere  obferved 
upon  her  Face,  Breafl,  and  Arms— — ’■in  the  Even¬ 
ing  they  veer  e  further  advanced,  and  pretty  thick  ;  fe- 
veral  prefent,  veho  vcere  really  fudges,  and  very 

converfant  voith  that  Difeafe - -agreed  they  were 

the  Small-Pox  Yet  what  does  all  this  amount 
to  ?  They  who  are  converfant  with  Difeafes, 
and  are  really  fudges,  fee  all  thefc  Symptoms 
frequently,  when  it  does  not  prove  the  Small- 
Pox  ,*  hut  a  Vomit  given  that  Evening,  worked  ve¬ 
ry  plentifully,  and  the  next  Morning  there  voas  not 
One  Pimple  to  be  feen  ||.  And  a  great  deal 
more  does  the  Dodor  go  on  to  fay  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  which  feems  altogether  owing  to  a  falfe 
Judgment  of  Cafes,  and  out  of  an  Over-fond- 
nefs  for  his  Angular  Method.  For  altho  a  Vc- 
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mit  will  fetch  up  a  great  deal  from  the  Sto¬ 
mach  and  neighbouring  Parts,  which  by  their 
Concuffions  fiiake  and  drain  their  Contents  in-*, 
to  it  ,*  yet  no  one  can  imagine  that  when  a 
Humour  is  got  to  the  Surface,  and  lodged  in 
the  Capillaries,  a  Vomit  can  bring  it  back 
again  into  the  Stomach,  to  be  thrown  out  by 
it.  No  one,  I  fay,  can  imagine  fuch  a  thing 
as  this,  efpecially  if  they  have  any  Notion  of 
the  natural  Obftacles  to  fuch  a  Procedure. 
Without  taking  a  liberty  therefore  of  any  Mif- 
reprefentation,  it  appears  from  the  Fads,  as 
by  himfelf  related,  that  neither  the  Lady  Anne 
Grey^  or  any  other  Patient  of  this  Clafs,  would 
have  had  the  Small-Pox,  but  had  their  Cafes 
really  miftaken  by  the  Dodon 


REFLECTIONS  of  this  kind  are  ob> 
vious  in  many  other  Parts  of  the  Dodor^s  Prac¬ 
tice  ;  but  fuch  an  Office  is  ungrateful,  and,  I 
think,  not  fair  or  handfome  in  any  refped,  but 
where  there  is  fuch  Provocation  given,  as  has 
been  throughout  this  whole  Book  of  Dr.  Wood-- 
ward’s.  Befides,  I  think,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  Difference  between  fuch  Refledions,  natu¬ 
rally  arifing  out  of  a  Relation,  and  perverting 
a  Relation  or  an  Opinion,  only  for  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  them. 
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ONE  Inftance  of  this  Perverfion  in  Dr. 
Woodward  was  juft  before  touched  upon,  con¬ 
cerning  Camphore  and  Acids  given,  where 
there  is  the  Symptom  of  bloody  Urine,*  but 
becaufe  fome  may  lay  great  ftrefs  upon  a 
Man’s  Reafoning,  from  the  Opinion  only  they 
conceive  of  his  Probity,  the  Reader  is  to 
be  reminded,  that  in  this  Cafe  Dr.  Wood¬ 
ward  fays  *,  that  ^twould  douhtlefs  have  been  of 
Ilf — there  is  no  Precedent y  nor  the  Authority 
of  any  one  fingUy  learnedy  judicious  Phypciany  that 
J know  of y  for  this  PraHicCy  to  have  fet  forth  the 
Reafons  in  Mature  that  induced  him  to  it*  T^hey 
mufl  furely  he  very  cogent y  fince  he  himfelf  conj'ejfes 
that  as  certainly  as  ufed,  it  ended  in  the  Death  of 
the  Patient.  As  to  the  former  Part  of  this,  it 
has  been  already  ftiewn,  how  Riverimy  and  all 
Phyficians  of  Note  fince,  have  made  ufe  of  the 
fame  Method,  as  it  appeared  to  them  upon 
good  Reafon  j  but  the  Dodor’s  concluding 
with.  It  ended  in  the  Death  of  the  Patienty  is 
flatly  as  falfly  charging  upon  the  Medicine, 
W'hat  the  Phyfician  here  refleded  upon,  and  all 
other  Phyficians  too,  in  like  Cafes,  charge  up¬ 
on  a  fatal  Symptom.  Becaufe  Dr.  Cade  owns, 
that  he  never  knew  a  Patient,  with  that  Symp« 
tom  of  bloody  Water,  recover,  and  tells  us  for 
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what  Reafons  he  gave  Camphore  m  fuch  Cafes  ; 
Dr.  Woodward  infinuates^  that  the  giving  Cam-' 
phire  ended  in  Death,  and  that  Dr.  Cade  had 
no  other  Reafon  in  giving  it.  And  yet  juft 
after  Dr.  Woodward  fays  that  what  feems 
mightily  to  amufe  him,  was,  that  by  it  the  Symptom 
was  taken  off.  And  was  not  this  then  a  good 
Reafon  for  the  Pradice  ?  No,  fays  Dr.  Wood¬ 
ward,  one  would  he  apt  to  think  that  could  not  weU 
be  judged  much  to  the  Patients  advantage,  Jtnce 
Death  always  certainly  followed.  Did  ever  any 
one  before,  for  the  fake  of  throwing  Scandal 
only,  deny  that  the  Removal  of  a  bad  Symp¬ 
tom  was  an  Advantage  to  a  Patient  ?  Here 
w^as  a  Symptom,  always  found  a  fatal  Sign  ,* 
Dr.  Cade  finds  a  Method  that  will  remove  this 
Symptom,  and  continue  the  Patient  to  a  longer 
Period  than  nfual  in  the  like  Cafe  :  but  be- 
caufe  the  Patient  could  not  quite  be  recovered, 
and  at  laft  finks  under  the  Diftemper,  Dr.  Wood¬ 
ward  will  conclude  to  the  Prejudice  of  this 
Pradice,  whereas  every  one  elfe  would  think 
themfelves  obliged  to  him  ,*  and  all  candid 
Judges  will  think  fo,  notwithftanding  the  En¬ 
vy  Dr.  Woodward  here  bears  againft  him,  and 
the  Difcredit  he  endeavours  to  bring  upon  the 
Pradice.  ^  ,, 
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ANOTHER  Artifice  of  the  like  nature 
Dr.  Woodward  ufes,  when  he  takes  notice  of  a 
Cafe  wherein  there  were  frefh  Puflules  came 
out  even  to  the  28th  Day,  and  the  Patient  had 
gentle  Catharticks  given  feveral  times  during 
that  Space:  Hereupon,  he  fays  'Theldhings  I 
imild  knovjy  is,  whether  this  I^hfjician,  who  ah 
lows  this  REPULLULA TiNG  of  the Puftles 
to  be  very  rare,  can  give  one  Jingle  Jnflance  of  its 
ever  happening  where  there  were  no  Medicines  given  1 
thereby  infinuating,  that  the  Purges  were  the 
Caufe  of  this  Repullulation,  But  for  fear  this 
fliould  not  be  fufficient  to  fix  fuch  an  Imputa¬ 
tion,  he  asks  further  f,  VEhether  the  fuccejjlve 
Jlirring  of  the  SE  MINI  UM  of  the  Puftules  in 
its  Source,  and  EL  U  S  H IN  G  it  into  the  Bloody 
and  upon  the  Habit,  by  fuch  gentle  Purging,  did 
not  really  produce  thofe  fucceffive  Crops  of  Puflules, 
dec.  Now  this  Repullulation  is  known  in  many 
Inflances  of  this  Diftemper,  by  thofe  who  have 
been  converfant  therewith,  tho  rarely,*  why 
then  fliould  it  be  charged  upon  thefe  Gentle¬ 
mens  Pradices,  only  becaufe  Dr.  Woodward 
has  found  a  way  to  flujh  the  morbid  Matter 
into  the  Blood  by  gentle  Purges  ?  And  thus, 
after  the  fame  rate,  every  thing  that  comports 
not  with  his  Hypothefis,  mull  be  charged  to  a 
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bad  Pradice.  But  his  Hypothefis,  in  this  ve¬ 
ry  refped,  has  been  already  proved  fallacious, 
and  that  Purges  are  no  ways  an  adequate  Caufe 
to  fuch  an  Effed  ;  it  lies  upon  him  therefore  to 
retrad  this  Accufation,  or  fhe w  better  Rea- 
fons,  than  from  his  own  Hypothefis,  that  Pur¬ 
ges  are  herein  to  blame. 

BESIDES,  if  the  Dodor’s  Hypothefis 
would  hold,  to  conclude  any  thing  confiftently, 
his  own  Arguments  for  cutting  off  the  Supply 
of  morbid  Matter  by  Vomits,  would  favour 
doing  fo  likewife  by  Purges  ,*  but  only  he  , 
maintains  a  Notion  that  Purges  fluke  and 
flujh  it  into  the  Blood,  contrary  both  to  Ex¬ 
perience  and  Reafon.  This  Pradice  however 
of  Purging,  in  the  particular  Cafe  above-men¬ 
tioned,  will  no  doubt  ftand  juflified,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  that  Dr.  Woodward  has  produced 
againft  it,  more  out  of  particular  Prejudices,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  than  good  Reafon.  And  to 
all  equitable  and  difinterefted  Obfervers,  it 
already  bids  as  fair  for  as  great  a  Reformation 
in  the  Management  of  this  Diftemper,  as 
what  was  made  before  by  Sydenham^  with 
refped  to  the  common  Regimen  therein  : 
That  was  a  long  time  clamoured  againfl  by 
thofe  who  underftood  it  not,  and  this  may  do 
Mifchief,  and  be  difgraced  by  the  Unskilful, 
as  may  many  other  Branches  of  Pradice  by 

the 


D)'.Woodward’^  State  of^PhyJtck,.  9  j 

the  fame  means  ;  without  being  an  Argument 
to  the  difadvantage  of  thofe  who  underftand 
it,  and  who  have  taught  the  way  thereunto. 

I 

WHEN  Dr.  Woodward  alfo  urges  (which 
he  does  with  'great  Airs  of  Infult  and  Tri¬ 
umph)  that  none  of  thefe  Gentlemen  have  gi¬ 
ven  any  Hiflories  of  Cafes,  wherein  Purging 
was  ufed,  and  the  Patient  died,  he  is  guilty  of 
a  very  falfe  Accufation,  becaufe  the  very  firft 
in  this  Commentary  *  is  of  one  that  died  the 
24th  Day  after  the  Seizure.  This  I  mention, 
not  with  regard  to  the  Juftification  of  this 
Pradice,  but  as  a  further  Confirmation  how 
little  Value  Dr, Woodward  has  for  Truth,  when 
Falfification  is  more  for  his  Purpofe  :  Altho  in 
this  Cafe  there  appears  abundant  Reafon  to 
think  Purging,  in  the  manner  there  managed, 
was  of  great  Service,  and  bid  faireft  of  all 
the  means  ufed  to  fave  the  Patient. 

.  i  i  ,  . 

BUT  let  one  further  Inftance  of  ' the  Doc¬ 
tor’s  Civility  be  taken  notice  of,  becaufe  it  is 
not  only  in  it  felf  extraordinary,  but  a  Proof 
that  the  great  eft  Merit  has  the  largeft  fhare  of 
his  Talent  at  Detradion.  The  mention  of  a 
Phyfician,  that  it  feems  ftands  grievoufly  in 
his  way,  he  fays  brought  to  his  Remembrance 
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c  a  Praditioner  of  old,  famous 

*  dc  wn  all  the  Dodlrines  that  had 

‘  ,  '  ed  b-iore  ;  and,  with  a  fort  of  Rage, 

V  di;  Ag  agamft  the  Phyficians  of  all  Ages/ 

:  iitii  hi;  goes  on  to  fay  f.  Well  zuere  it  for 
zhe  Memory  of  this  Gentleman^  were  it  on  Record 
fome  good  thing  he  had  done  ;  had  all  Antiquity 
tranfrnitted  to  us  the  Memory  of  fo  much  as  one 
Medicine  he  had  found  outy  one  ufeful  Truth  he 
had  advanced^  on  any  fingle  Propojition  of  Service 
in  human.  Life,  Now  here  is  infiiiuated,  of  this 
Perfon,  what  the  whole  World  are  Witnefles  to 
the  Falfhood  of,  becaufe  in  his  Writings  he 
mentions  abundance  of  Phyficians  with  all 
poffible  Honour  and  Refped,  and  no  where 
finds  fault  but  with  Dreamers  and  Hypothefis- 
Makers,  The  other  Part  likewife  of  this  Sug-^ 
geflionis  fo  grofs  at  firft  fight,  that  it  deferves 
no  o  .:her  regard  but  Sc^  and  Negleci.  Such 
Outrages  will  however  {land  upon  Record  a- 
gainft  Dr,  Woodward y  as  long  as  any  Irnpref- 
fions  of  Honour  and  good  Senfe  are  left  in  the 
World. 
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